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EDITORIAL

By : Engineer / Manar Abdennebi
Director General of the Arah Civil
Aviation Organization

The celebration of the International Day
of International Civil Aviation stood out
this year by the statement made by
the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, and a joint declaration of the
General Secretariat of the International
Civil Aviation Organization and the
World Tourism Organization. The latter
appears as a culmination of the efforts
made by States, international and
regional organizations and specialized
institutions In the air transport industry
since the emergence of the Corona
virus, in developing and implementing
measures to confront the crisis resulting
from the spread of the pandemic, and
facilitating the restart and recovery of
the civil aviation sector. | refer at this
point to the efforts made by Countries
to provide safe and orderly civil aviation
and develop an international air
transport network after the ratification
of the Chicago Convention, which
includes States agreeing to take
effective measures to prevent the
spread of infectious diseases.

The Secretary-General of the United
Nations recognized the pivotal role of
air travel in the social and economic
aspects for sustainable development,
and stressed the importance
of countries accelerating the
implementation of their commitments to
achieve the sustainable development
goals, to provide a healthy aviation
sector, as part of the commitment to
travel by 2050 which is a priority for
the General Assembly (41) of the Civil

Aviation  Organization.

It should be noted here that economic
indicators show that the air transport
sector provided about 87,7 million
job opportunities, in  which direct
employment opportunities do  not
exceed 13% of the pool of opportunities
that include tourism services, transport,
logistics, communications and
marketing of various products and
consumables. Its contribution to the
GDP was estimated at about US$ 3,5
billion.

The joint statement of the International
Civil Aviation Organization and the
World Tourism Organization made it
clear that the commitments concern
enhanced cooperation and  risk
management associated with the
COVID-19 border restrictions, as
confirmed in the Declaration Issued by
the High-level Conference of the Civil
Aviation Organization last October.

In this statement, Member States
commended the lead role of the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) in facilitating the recovery of
aviation from the COVID-19 pandemic,
and committed to implementing the
recommendations and guidance of
the ICAO Council Task Force for the
Recovery of the Aviation Sector.

Considering worldwide developments
as a result of the pandemic, which is
hampering the recovery process of
the aviation sector, and makes the
latter hostage to the consistency of
the measures applied and restrictions
imposed on international travelers and
to the emergence of new mutants, as
well as the process of vaccination to
achieve societal immunity, and based
on the decisions issued by the twenty-
sixth General Assembly of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization, or those
issued by the League of Arab States,
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
the Arab Tourism Organization, and
the Arab Air Carriers Organization, in
cooperation with the International Air
Transport Association, developed a
draft proposal for general principles
for standardizing Procedures for
registration and approval of vaccines
and their use in Arab countries.

This proposal was supported by the
Economic and Social Council of the
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Arab League, where the latter decided
the approval of the Arab general
principles to standardize procedures
for registration, approval and use
of vaccines among Arab countries
as guiding principles, as well as the
establishment of a working group
among the General Secretariat of the
League and the aforementioned four
organizations, as well as specialists
from countries wishing to implement
these principles at the national level,
with the objective to implement them in
a coordinated and harmonious manner
atthe level of the Arab region, in line with
international and regional trends and
the relevant international community in
order to achieve the desired goals.

The 54th General Assembly of the Arab
Air Transport Association commended
in turn, and welcomed, through its
decision on the roadmap for the
recovery of the air transport sector from
the repercussions of the Corona virus
crisis, the decision of the Economic
and Social Council of the League of
Arab States, which adopted general
principles for biosafety travel and mutual
recognition of certificates for COVID-19
vaccines, pursuant to international
guidelines that were published by ICAO
and the World Health Organization. It
called on governments to apply these
principles in national measures related
to vital safety and air travel, and directed
the Arab Air Carriers Organization to
support the work of the League of Arab
States in partnership with the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, the Arab Tourism
Organization and the International Air
Transport Association (IATA).

On the other hand, mitigating the effects
of air transport activity on climate
was also a strongly present theme
in the General Secretary’s statement
of the United Nations, and the Joint
Declaration of the International Civil
Aviation Organization and the World
Tourism Organization on the occasion
of the commemoration of the World
Civil Aviation Day, as it paved the way
for the next steps that require continued
mobilization of all components of the
international civil aviation system for
short-term recovery and long-term
sustainability.
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Training courses and , workshops and seminars schedule
January-December 2022

Workshop on
qualification
of national
coordinators for
ICAO USAP-CMA

Seminar on
Overflight
permissions

Virtual
22 February

Workshop on
competition
between airlines

Week of Security
Culture

Workshop on
Aviation Security
Screeners

KSA/ UAE
28 February

ICAO/ACAO SSP
WS

Casablanca
23-27 May

CAAS -
ACAO Safety
Management
Systems
lementation
Virtual

7-11 February

Im

Workshop on
Aviation Security
Screeners

KSA/ UAE
1-4 March

Arab Aviation
Security Forum

ACAO/ICAO
FREQUENCY
MGMT WS

Casablanca
6-10 June

orkshop on risk
management for
the transportation
industry in the
Arab countries

Rabat
14-18 February

Workshop on
Aircraft Accident
and Incident
Investigation (AIG
(WS

RABAT
7-8 March

orkshop on ICAO
new Emission
standards

Workshop on ACI
Airport Carbon
Accreditation

Training on ISO
standard for
environment and
greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions

TBD

21-25 February

Arab Aviation
Environment
forum

RABAT
21-23 March

orkshop on ICAO
new Emission
standards
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Training courses and , workshops and seminars schedule
January-December 2022

Seminar on
Fatigue risk
management

(FRMS)

Symposium on
Surveillance
Techniques

Active workshop
on Environment

UAE
17-19 September

Regional Seminar
on Facilitation

Casablanca
13-15 June

2nd Regional
Seminar on

Innovation and
Cyber security

Marakkech
5-7 September

GANP NANP WS

CAIRO
14-17 November

Seminar on
Civil Military
Coordination

Virtual
13-16 June

Workshop on

Aviation Security
for Air navigation
Providers

Cairo
12-16 September

Train the trainer
course on
environment

TBD
21-25 November

DRONE
Symposium

CASA/Marrakech

5-9 December

ACAO/ICAO
Seminar on
Team Resource
Management (TRM)
Crew Resource

Management - CRM

Virtual
19-23 June

Course on the
economics of air
transport

RELEL
19-23 September

WS Passenger
Rights protection

Cairo
27-30 November

ACAO/ICAO
Ground Handling

+ Dangerous
Good

CASABLANCA
12-15 December

Negotiation skills
course

Cairo
24-28 July

FLYT INSP & PRC
DES SYM

Cairo
26-28 September

WS Passenger
Rights protection

Cairo

1 December
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The ACAO Director General participates in the 34th session of the Council of
Arab Transport Ministers

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated in the 34th
session of the Council of Arab Transport Ministers, held at
the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the League of
Arab States in the Egyptian capital, Cairo, on 18-20 October
2021, with a delegation headed by His Excellency the Director
General of the Organization, Engineer Abdennebi Manar.

In his opening speech, His Excellency Lieutenant-General
Engineer Kamel Al-Wazir, Egyptian Minister of Transport,
Head of the Executive Committee of the Council of Arab
Ministers of Transport, conveyed the greetings of His
Excellency President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, and his good
wishes that the work of this session be crowned with success.
His Excellency seized this occasion to direct everyone with
sincere congratulations and best wishes on the anniversary
of the Prophet’s birthday, praying God Almighty to restore this
honorable occasion to our Arab nation with well-being and
more progress and prosperity.

The Minister added in his speech : “ | would like to express my
thanks to the Yemeni Minister of Transport for his efforts during
his tenure as the president of the Council of Arab Transport
Ministers, and | would like to congratulate my colleague,
the Jordanian Minister of Transport, on the occasion of his
nomination to the presidency of the Council, wishing him
success in his mission, and | can't fail to thank the Secretary
General of the Arab League and the Assistant Secretary for
Economic Affairs for the excellent preparation of our meeting
today to achieve the desired results”. He also expressed his
great appreciation to their Excellencies the Arab Ministers of
Transport and the heads and members of delegations for their
participation in the work of this session and for discussing the
topics and issues emerging in those difficult circumstances
and unprecedented challenges imposed by the threat of the
Corona virus.

His Excellency pointed out that transportation has become
one of the most important elements of development in the
world today. However, it is the main factor affecting economic
and social growth, as all economic sectors depend on the
infrastructure of the various transportation systems, providing
networks and linking them, facilitating the procedures for
the movement of goods and increasing trade exchange,
which helps economic development and encourages the
transfer of capital for investment in our Arab region. It also
contributes to facilitating the movement of citizens in between
our Arab countries for all economic, commercial, tourism,
cultural, recreational, religious and medical purposes. He
pursued highlighting the great interest that our leaders attach
to the transportation sector as a measure of progress and
renaissance of nations and the welfare of society, which
requires continuous development, and expansion of transport
plans through drawing up policies, developing strategies and
taking steps that contribute to the development of this vital
and important sector.

The Yemeni Minister of Transport, Abd al-Salam Humaid,
chair of the previous session of the Council of Arab Transport
Ministers, also expressed his thanks to the Secretary-General
of the League of Arab States, Ahmed Abul-Ghaith, for his
continuous support to the Council of Arab Transport Ministers
and the preparation, arrangement, organization and follow-
up for this meeting.

His Excellency affirmed that transportation in its various
sectors currently occupies a pivotal position in the agenda
and concerns of worldwide countries because this vital sector
has a direct impact on issues related to economic and social
development, progress and well-being of peoples, pointing to
the importance of concerted efforts between the governments
of Arab countries to strengthen relations, common interests



and inter-projects in the various transport sectors whether by
land, sea or air.

The Yemeni Minister of Transport reviewed a number of
challenges facing the transport sector in Yemen, which
targeted the infrastructure of the various transport sectors,
including land roads, airports and ports, which weakened their
ability and efficiency to perform their services as required.

His Excellency Mr. Wajih Azayza, Jordanian Minister of
Transport, Chairman of the current session of the Council,
stressed the importance of adopting a unified Arab strategy in
the field of transport based on the concept of harmonization in
order to build an efficient and effective Arab model, based on
technology, with a legislative environment that is compatible
with Arab countries.

He also stressed the need to adopt modern principles of
integrated transport that are based on alternatives and
choices that transcend the borders of States to the region
and continents.

He said that Jordan is looking at its plans and strategy in
the field of transportation from an Arab perspective and is
working to achieve integration among Arab countries in this
field.

His Excellency the Saudi Minister of Transport and Logistics,
Eng. Saleh bin Nasser Al-Jasser, stressed in his opening
speech that his country has attached great importance to the
transport and logistics sector, noting that the national strategy
for the transport and logistics sector was recently approved.

He explained that this strategy aspires to consolidate the
Kingdom'’s position as a global logistics center and a model
for integrated mobility, aiming to reach the tenth place globally
in the logistics services index, and to enhance the sector’s
contribution to the national GDP to more than 10% in 2030.

His Excellency also renewed the call for the Arab Ministers
of Transport to work together to promote joint Arab action
and implement the recommendations issued by the Council’s
meetings, to serve all member states, and to make this vital
sector possible for all development sectors in our Arab
countries.

At the conclusion of his speech, the Saudi Minister of Transport
thanked the Arab Ministers of Transport and delegations for
participating in the Council’'s meetings, the Secretary-General
of the League of Arab States and the General Secretariat of
the League towards the strengthening of cooperation among
Arab countries in the field of transport to allow it to fill its
desired role in achieving Arab integration.

In a speech on the occasion, the Assistant Secretary-
General and Head of the Economic Affairs Sector at the Arab
League, Kamal Hassan Ali, stated that the Arab transport
sector, with its various patterns, was one of the sectors
most affected by the Corona pandemic. Consequently, it
requires strengthening and supporting this vital sector in the
post-pandemic stage until it recovers and contribute to the
progress of the economic indicators in our Arab region. He
added that the meeting will review many issues affecting the
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economic, political and health aspects related to the Arab
transport sector, and discuss strengthening the presence
of the Arab bloc within other foreign blocs such as the
International Maritime Organization and the International Civil
Aviation Organization «ICAO».

It is worth noting that the session’s agenda included a
number of topics related to the Arab transport sector,
which were discussed. the Executive Office of the Council
made recommendation in order to consider their adoption,
including support for the Palestinian economy, and the report
of the first meeting of the technical committee supervising the
implementation of the Arab Agreement Regulating Passenger
Transport on Roads among Arab countries and through them,
and a proposal to establish a comprehensive Arab electronic
platform for transport in order to contribute to facilitating the
transfer of trade between Arab countries, as well as updating
the study of standardizing the specifications of dimensions
and axial weights for trucks operating between Arab countries
as submitted by the Arab Union of Road Transport.

The agenda also included discussions on the final version
of the sixth draft of the draft agreement to regulate maritime
transport of passengers and goods between Arab countries
for consideration by the Council of Arab Transport Ministers.
A guiding study on a proposal to establish national maritime
consortiums in the Arab countries, and ways to finance a
comprehensive feasibility study for the construction project
were also discussed including an Arab mechanism and
database to support the shipbuilding and repair industry in
the Arab countries, due to the expected economic returns for
this industry.

The recent trends in the applications of artificial intelligence
in the transport and logistics sectors and their future in the
Arab region, and the leading role of the Arab Academy for
Science, Technology and Maritime Transport in this field were
also discussed.

In the field of air transport, the item related to Arab general
principles for unifying the procedures for registering and
approving vaccines and their use among Arab countries was
addressed. The Council also discussed, under the item of
any new work, an item entitled «Security of Navigation and
Energy Supplies in the Arabian Gulf Region».

The Council of Arab Transport Ministers elected its executive
Committee for the next two years (October 2021 - October
2023), and the new formation included the Arab Republic of
Egypt as President, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as Vice-
President, including the membership of the Republic of
Tunisia, the People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria, the
Republic of Sudan, the Republic of Irag, and the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan and the Republic of Yemen.

It was agreed to hold the next 68th session of the Executive
Office of the Council of Arab Transport Ministers with its new
formation on April 26 and 27, 2022, at the headquarters of the
General Secretariat of the Arab League in Cairo.
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The Egyptian Minister of Civil Aviation meets the Director General of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization

Inthe framework of enhancing cooperation and continuous
communication with the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
Pilot Mohamed Manar, Minister of Civil Aviation of the Arab
Republic of Egypt, met with Engineer Abdennebi Manar,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
in his office at the Ministry’s headquarters. The meeting
was attended by Pilot/ Muntasir Manna, Deputy Minister
of Civil Aviation and Dr. Ashraf Noweir, head of the
Civil Aviation Authority, and Mr. Bassem Abdel Karim,
Assistant Minister for International Affairs and Media.

During the meeting, the importance of the relations in
the field of civil aviation between the Arab Republic of
Egypt and the organization were emphasized. In parallel
a number of issues of common interest and ways of
developing and strengthening their relations were
discussed.

For his part, the Minister of Aviation confirmed that there
is ongoing close cooperation between the Egyptian
aviation sector and the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
in various fields and activities of the air transport industry.
He also added that the Ministry of Civil Aviation supports
the organization through the Civil Aviation Authority, in
implementing its strategic plans, as there is an official
representation at the Egyptian Ministry of Civil Aviation
in the five committees of the organization, i.e. the
Committee on Air Transport, Air Safety, Aviation Security,
Air Navigation and the Environment.

His Excellency indicated that the Egyptian government
always seeks to promote joint Arab action and attaches

great importance to supporting civil aviation cooperation,
especially at the present time, which poses many
challenges to the air transport industry.

In the same context, Engineer Abdennebi Manar,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
confirmed that the Egyptian civil aviation sector has
witnessed a great development with the concretization
of many achievements in various fields. He pointed out
that the Egyptian Ministry of Civil Aviation is supporting
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization in all its initiatives,
pointing to the importance of Arab cooperation in the air
transport industry through joint work. The obijective of
these initiatives being the unification of procedures and
enhancement of continuous communication that will help
achieve the highest safety standards for this vital sector,
considered as the main engine of the economy in the
region, through the exchange of experiences, training,
activating security aspects and preventing security
breaches in cooperation with the concerned authorities
to ensure the achievement of the highest levels of security
in Our Arab airport.

It is noteworthy that the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
is a specialized Arab organization affiliated to the League
of Arab States that aims to strengthen cooperation and
coordination between Arab countries in the field of civil
aviation and ensure its development and to contribute to
consensus to meet the challenges facing the industry at
the regional and international levels. It counts 22 Arab
countries as member states.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
holds the Second Consultative Meeting on Media

Fareedah jayousi

Hafidha Al Rujaibi

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization held the «Second
Consultative Meeting on the Media», on Thursday,
October 28, 2021, combining both attending audience
and distance communication one.

His Excellency Eng. AbdennebiManar, Director General of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, chaired the meeting
that witnessed the participation of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the State of Qatar, the Kingdom of Morocco, the
Sultanate of Oman, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
the Republic of Lebanon and the State of Palestine.

In his opening speech, His Excellency the Director General
expressed his thanks to the civil aviation authorities for
their support in organizing this consultative meeting
in its second edition, as well as for their participation
in animating and enriching the dialogue among highly
qualified participants. The latter having the ability to
understand issues and important actual challenging
topics and allowing exchange of ideas between them.

His Excellency expressed his hope for the development
of a mechanism designed to identify and collect
information and data on the achievements and initiatives
of the member states to be promoted, in order to
develop a comprehensive promotional strategy in line
with the fifth strategic objective of the general strategy
of the organization approved by the main councils of the
organization.

maram dabbagh YOUSUF ALAUFI

Mohammed Am...

On the other hand, His Excellency stressed that the
initiative to hold this meeting, for the second time,
falls within the framework of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization’s involvement in strengthening the bonds
of cooperation between the organization and its member
states as well as relevant international and regional
organizations. It also aims at enhancing coordination and
dialogue on various issues of common interest among
them. This event comes in line with the Organization’s
efforts to strengthen and develop partnership and
cooperation between itself and its Member States, and
to explore all possible horizons in order to enrich these
relations in a highly complex global context.

Inthe conclusion of his speech, His Excellency the Director
General, thanked all the audience for participating in this
meeting, who will contribute in the various deliberations
on the issues under discussion, prepare draft decisions
and conclusions and recommendations that will culminate
in the works of the second consultative meeting on the
media.

The participants in the meeting examined the working
papers submitted by the general directorate of the
organization, which were enriched with a set of ideas
and proposals submitted by the representatives of the
participating countries, before the meeting agreed to
submit them to the executive council of the organization.
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ACAO training course on “Airport Certification”

Tan wah Leng ed...

Jameleddine Me.. Husain Yaroen

Mohammed Als... Saleh Alhawas

The ACAQO conducted an on-line Training Workshop on
“Airport Certification) the 25-28 October 2021, 08:00 —
11:30 UTC. About 100 participants attend the event from
9 States merging expertise from both CAAs and Airport
operators. The course has been provided by Mr. George
Reyes Head of Airport Operations and Rulemaking Dep
at AESA (Spain CAA) and facilitated by Mr. Hicham
Bennani Safety & Air Navigation expert at ACAO. The
WS encompasses Theoretical modules and practical
exercises conducted in 6 segregated groups using the
breakout rooms tools.

The online WS has been opened by HE Eng. Abdenebi

Abdulaziz Algha..

Meshari Alsyhany

Ahmved Nasser Mohamed Elme..

Hicham Bennare

moayad Al Wed ..,

Amine Minaows

Manar DG of ACAO welcoming the attendees and
highlighting the objectives of such WS, which was mainly
to provide Civil Aviation Authorities and airport operators
with the knowledge and skills required to practically apply
and maintain the aerodrome certificate as well as to give
an in-depth look at the challenges and best practices
related to airport certification.

At the end of the course, an online test has been
conducted for the benefit The participants. Accordingly,
those who passed successfully the test would receive a
certificate of completion.
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A workshop on Solid waste management and local air quality at the airport

Anoop Jose

Within the framework of the contribution of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization to the wide-ranging efforts and
measures undertaken by the International Civil Aviation
Organization and Member States to mitigate climate
pollution caused by aviation, the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization organized a workshop on «Solid Waste
Management and Local Air Quality at the Airport»,
through video conference, from 25 to 28 October 2021.

This workshop witnessed the participation of 60 officials
in charge of environmental protection for civil aviation
authorities, airport authorities, airlines in the Arab region,
and environmental stakeholders, representing 11 member
states of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization.

In his opening speech of this workshop, His Excellency
Eng. Abdennebi Manar, Director General of the

Zubaida Al Racisi

Zubaida Al Raels

Organization, called for the need to open a discussion on
the challenges and difficulties faced by Arab countries in
managing solid waste and maintaining local air quality at
airports, and exchanging experiences and best practices
among the participants.

This workshop focused on procedures and measures
for waste prevention, sorting, recycling and disposing,
as well as on how to assess local air quality and what
measures and actions are necessary to improve air
quality;

In its last day, the workshop was marked by a session
during which some country representatives reviewed
their experiences with regard to solid waste management
and management, as well as some practices to improve
local air quality.




The Arab Civil Aviation Organization
organizes a remote meeting on
the occasion of the «Arab Aviation
Security Culture Day»

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized a meeting
on the occasion of the «Arab Aviation Security Culture
Day», through a visual debate, on November 03, 2021,
with the participation of 26 civil aviation security officials
representing 15 member states of the organization.

This initiative falls within the framework of the efforts made
by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization to contribute to
the dissemination of a culture of security in line with the
ICAQ initiative to consider the year 2021 as the «Year of
Security Culture».

During  his opening speech, His Excellency Eng.
Abdennebi Manar, Director General of the Organization,
called on the participants to exchange expertise,
experiences and best practices to raise security
awareness and spread a culture of security among
all employees and all workers in light of the increasing
threats and risks facing the Arab region.

Representatives of the participating countries reviewed
the concept of security culture, programs and action
plans to raise security awareness, and the advantages
of spreading a culture of security, as well as tools
for enhancing security culture and how to build and
disseminate this culture.
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Seventh meeting of the civil aviation
security expert group
At the Arab Civil Aviation Organization

fatma SASS!

khaled alotaibi :
<

Ali Naser Al-Dul...

The Civil Aviation Security Team of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization held its seventh meeting via video debate
on 1 November 2021.

During this meeting, which was attended by 13 aviation
security experts representing 6 countries, the expert
group studied the follow-up to the implementation of a
roadmap for preparing a draft unified standards for
licensing security detection personnel.

The team also dealt with the issue of advance data
for travellers, and it was agreed that some countries
would submit their experience during the next meeting,
regarding the implementation of the advance data system
for travellers, at the legislative, technical and operational
levels.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the works of the 54th
General Assembly of the Arab Air Carriers Organization

Doha 10-12 November 2021

At the kind invitation of the Arab Air Carriers Organization,
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated in its
fifty-fourth General Assembly, held in Doha from 10 to 12
November 2021, under the patronage of His Excellency Mr.
Jassim bin Saif Al Sulaiti, Minister of Transport of the State
of Qatar. His Excellency Mr. Akbar Al Baker, President
Group CEO, Qatar Airways and President of the 54th
General Assembly of the Arab Air Carriers Organization
kindly hosted the assembly.

More than two hundred participants, including heads and
representatives of member airlines of the Federation, and
representatives of international and regional organizations,
the aviation industry, as well as Arab and international
press, attended this session.

During the opening ceremony, His Excellency Mr. Jassim
bin Saif Al-Sulaiti, Minister of Transport, praised the role
played by the Arab Air Carriers Organization in promoting
cooperation between Arab airlines in a way that contributes
to the economic development of Arab countries. He also
praised this event, which serves as a message to work
towards the recovery of the Arab and global travel sector
and, and to maintain the stability of vital supply chains
around the world.

His Excellency Mr. Akbar Al Baker, CEO of Qatar Airways,
stated that the convening of this General Assembly of the
Arab Air Carriers Organization embodies the determination

and desire of the aviation sector in the Arab region to
restore air connectivity and serve passengers to its normal
pre-pandemic levels. He also stressed the need to pursue
efforts in order to achieve the goals of reducing air travel
carbon emissions, as it is a shared responsibility of the
aviation sector.

During the working sessions of the General Assembly, the
Secretary-General of the Arab Air Carriers Organization
presented a report on the state of the aviation industry,
followed by the speech of H.E Engineer Abdennebi Manar,
Director General of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization,
and the speech of Mr. Willie Walsh, Director General and
CEO of the International Air Transport Association - IATA.
A CEO’s and general managers’ panel discussion was also
held on strategic matters for the aviation industry.

Eng. Manar’s speech addressed the civil aviation sector
resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic. He stressed that the
aviation industry bears the repercussions of the outbreak
of this deadly pandemic more severely compared to other
industries, and mainly characterized by a decrease on the
demand for air travel, the restrictions imposed on travel,
but on the other hand the continuous efforts of the sector to
provide guarantees in order to restore public confidence,
and to implement strict precautionary measures in all
airports and aircraft facilities.

His Excellency also praised the air transport industry’s
involvement in the process of transporting medicines, tools,



medical devices and vaccines and facilitating the global
response to the pandemic, in particular the Global Access
to Covid-19 Vaccines Initiative (Covax), which is led by
international alliances in cooperation with the World Health
Organization, in which ten international carriers participate,
including Arab carriers.

The Director General of the Organization highlighted
the coordinating role played by the Arab Air Carriers
Organization, the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the
Arab Tourism Organization, through the establishment of a
regional strategic working group, in charge of considering
a series of practical measures and plans, whereas it was
agreed the necessity for Arab governments to adopt some
initiatives that will help in the rapid restart of the tourism and
travel sector.

His Excellency highlighted the continuous cooperation
between the General Directorate of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the General Secretariat of the Arab Air
Carriers Organization, which evolved towards the need to
prepare a guide for the restart and recovery of air transport,
to provide guidelines and procedures that are coordinated
globally and regionally and acceptable to all those involved,
in order to ensure the restart and recovery of the aviation
sector in the Arab region. The latter being based on the
main principles and recommendations contained in the
“Guide for Air Travel During the Covid 19 Public Health
Crisis”, issued by the Council’s Task Force for the Recovery
of the Aviation Sector (CART).

The Director-General of the organization explained that one
of the most important concerns of the organization since its
establishment is the establishment of the right framework
to support air transport institutions in assembling their
forces, coordinating their positions and unifying their plans
and programs, in the hope of achieving integration in
the various components of the Arab civil aviation sector.
Thus, the organization has worked since its inception,
on consolidating cooperation with the Arab Air Carriers
Organization, by developing a unified Arab air transport
policy, restructuring it, easing restrictions on air freedoms,
intensifying flights between Arab countries, encouraging
carriers to cooperate in the areas of spare parts exchange,
aircraft maintenance, automated reservation systems,
and working with the common codes methodology and
marketing alliances. There are other steps that have
been taken as a platform for cooperation and integration
in the areas of developing air corridors in Arab airspace,
improving air navigation services, expanding the scope of
cooperation to include air safety services, as well as unifying
civil aviation laws and regulations in Arab countries.

He also renewed the call to strive for the involvement in
the mechanisms for the implementation of the Damascus
Air Transport Agreement, despite the difficulties and
constraints that some airlines face in the current
liberalization policy approach. It is necessary for non-
signatories of the Damascus agreement countries, to set a
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timetable that serves as a preparatory and optimal path for
the implementation of the said agreement. This falls in line
with the actual context where the League of Arab States
through the Council of Arab Transport Ministers and the
Arab Summit Conferences is calling for Arab countries to
join the agreement, which came into effect since 2007.

He also stressed the need of taking advantage of the
opportunity to discuss future issues of great interest, that
require continued cooperation and coordination to highlight
common positions regarding the measures undertaken to
face them and to agree on a fair global system to deal
with the environmental impact of aviation and reduce gas
emissions, with an emphasis on the need for coordination
and joint action by both organizations in order to preserve
the interests of Arab countries and air carriers during the
conference to be held next July and the next ICAO General
Assembly. He explained that preparations are currently
underway through the Environment Committees of both
Organizations, to value the agreements previously reached
regarding procedural measures to reduce gas emissions
in a balanced manner, and to adopt the carbon offsetting
plan (CORSIA). Arab countries are still required to work on
developing their legislation in line with the recent decisions
of ICAQ in order to optimally deal with developments in the
environment, emissions trading, the market mechanism
and the accompanying procedures that call for a strong
mechanism for cooperation and coordination between the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization and the Arab Air Carriers
Organization.

It is worth noting that, at the conclusion of this session, the
General Assembly of AACO decided to adopt the goal of
«zero netcarbon emissions» as of 2050, based on a strategy
related to the joint responsibility of all sectors concerned
with civil aviation, and the adoption of a resolution on the
path to the recovery of the air transport sector from the
repercussions of the Corona virus Crisis,

The Fifty-fourth General Assembly also commended the
decision of the Economic and Social Council of the League of
Arab States, which adopted general principles of biosafety
for travel and mutual recognition of certificates for Covid-19
vaccines, in accordance with international guidelines
published by ICAO and the World Health Organization.
The Assembly called on the necessity for governments to
implement these principles as national measures related
to biosafety and air travel. The Assembly also directed the
Arab Air Carriers Organization to support the work of the
League of Arab States in partnership with the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization, the Arab Tourism Organization and
the International Air Transport Association (IATA).
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AGM Resolution on Aviation and the Environment

Reaffirming the essential role of the international aviation in
driving economic and social development on one hand and
the development of global trade and tourism on the other,
which generates economic growth and provides employment
opportunities. Recalling ICAO’s Assembly resolutions at its
37th session in 2010, 38th session in 2013, and 39th session
in 2016, in which it announced its commitment towards
three aspirational targets for addressing aviation carbon
emissions, namely: Improving fuel efficiency by 2 per cent
per annum between 2010 and 2020, Carbon neutral growth
from 2020 and a reduction of 50% in net emissions by 2050
compared to 2005 levels. Recalling that the above targets
were adopted as part of a broader package of measures
including technological improvements, infrastructure
development, and usage of sustainable aviation fuels (SAF)
& low carbon aviation Fuel (LCAF) and other innovations
to mitigate emissions, where offsetting would complement
achieving these targets.

Recalling that states and airlines agreed at that time to
the global targets on the basis of the broader package of
measures, considering that offsetting or economic measures
will play a complementary role to the other measures, as
the higher the contribution of the other pillars, the lower the
requirements for offsetting.

And noting that since that time, the aviation industry has not
witnessed tangible progress at the level of the three pillars
(technology, infrastructure, and sustainable aviation fuel),
which places the responsibility of reaching the global targets
on the airlines.

Noting that market-based measures (MBMs) should not be
applied unilaterally and that international aviation carbon
emissions should not be accounted for more than once.

And given that some countries around the world developed
national laws that oblige all sectors to develop national plans
to reduce the country’s net emissions to zero levels between
2035-2050, and some airlines have announced individually
to reduce the level of their net emissions to net zero in 2050.

And since the responsibility of reaching zero net emissions
is a collective one and not only that of the airlines, although
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their target is to reach it, the non-commitment of other
stakeholders and their contribution will result in a significant
increase in airline costs resulting thus in an increase in
travel prices and a decrease in travel demand followed by a
negative impact on economic growth in general.

And reaffirming the commitment of Arab airlines of carrying
out their responsibilities in the fight against climate change,
the 54th AGM resolves the following:

First: In terms of adopting a more ambitious long-term
target of 2050

AACO AGM decides the adoption of “net zero emissions”
target as of 2050, based on the following strategy which
relates to the joint responsibility of all sectors concerned
with civil aviation and to play their role in ensuring that civil
aviation will mitigate carbon emissions through the following:

1- Governments’ Responsibilities:

Governments to formulate, within the framework of ICAO, a
roadmap inclusive of all stakeholders in the air transport and
civil aviation industry to achieve net zero emissions.

Refrain from enacting unilateral policies on international
air transport, and to respect requirements of the Chicago
Convention and the Bilateral Air Services Agreements, and
the goal of achieving a single roadmap adopted within the
framework of ICAQ.

Reform the infrastructure in air space management & airports
to ensure relief from congestion in airspace and airports
which is an obstacle towards achieving net zero emissions
and to avoid conflict with the efforts made to reach net zero
emissions.

Incentivize the commercial and competitive use of SAF &
LCAF through:

e Supporting research & development to ramp up the
production of low carbon aviation fuels.

e Supporting research and development to provide
sustainable aviation fuel in a way that does not impact
the food stock.

e Incentivize refineries when producing LCAF.

e|ncentivizing airlines and other stakeholders when
using sustainable aviation fuels (SAF).

e Providing needed infrastructure at airports to supply
aircraft with sustainable aviation fuel (SAF).

e Avoid putting penalties on fossil fuel consumption
since airlines are offsetting the growth in emissions
under CORSIA.

2- Fuel & SAF Suppliers:

e To provide a clear roadmap for the development
and deployment of SAF in commercial quantities &
competitive prices that tally with the roadmap for aviation
to achieve net zero emissions.

e To declare unequivocally that the credits from the



provision of SAF/ LCAF would be given to the users
rather than the suppliers.

3- Technology Partners:

e Toprovide aclear planfor the development of propulsion
and airframe systems that correspond to the roadmap of
aviation towards achieving net zero emissions.

e To place particular attention for the propulsion and
airframe systems that would enable long haul operators
from reducing their exposure to using offsets since
for now all the development from technology partners
focuses on electric and hydrogen propulsion systems
that can only serve short to medium haul operators.

4- Airports:

e To invest in the infrastructure that is needed to provide
SAF/ LCAF to the operators.

Secondly, in terms of implementing Carbon Offsetting
and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation
(CORSIA)

Whereas ICAO Assembly, in its adopted 2016 resolutions
number A39-2 and A39-3 related to the implementation of
a global scheme to reduce aviation’s emissions “CORSIA”,
has urged states to avoid duplication of measures and refrain
from enacting unilateral laws on environment.

Whereas the European Union is now studying the adoption of
a package of proposals on aviation and climate change (EU
Fit for 55 Package) that would introduce amendments to the
scope of application of the EU ETS in parallel with the Global
scheme (CORSIA).

And since some of those proposals are inconsistent with the
article incorporated in ICAO Resolution on unilateral initiatives
and will lead to disputes as they will affect international air
transport, especially with third countries.

Accordingly, AACO 54th AGM resolves to:

1. Call upon the European Union to respect the clause
included in the annex of ICAO Assembly Resolution A39-2
and the clause included in the preamble of ICAO Assembly
Resolution A39-3 on not imposing unilateral initiatives and
to return to the global consensus that took place within the
framework of ICAO.

2. Reaffirm the importance of respecting the Chicago
convention and the Bilateral . Air Services Agreements
in all matters related to civil aviation and international , air
transport, including all affairs related to the environment.

Resolution on Roadmap for Recovery of Air Transport
from the Impact of COVID19 Pandemic

Given that air transport is a major driver in the economy of
the world which contributes by 4.1% to its GDP, and

Given that air transport is the backbone of a number of
important businesses, particularly tourism, which raises its
effective contribution to 10.4% in the GDP of the world, and
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Since air transport and tourism were the hardest hit by the
impact of COVID19 pandemic as well as the divergent
regulations that many governments have imposed specifically
on air travel, and

Recognizing the following:

1- COVID19 has turned into an endemic which may
stay with us for a number

of years until enough percentage of the population of
the world is inoculated

to achieve herd immunity, and

2- Science has proven that, with the biosafety
measures taken by aviation

3- stakeholders, the risk of transmission of the virus is
almost non-existent in air travel processes, and The
overwhelming percentage of exposure to the virus is
not caused by air travel but rather by social behavior,
and that with the proper biosafety measures taken by
the air transport stakeholders, opening borders and
removal of restrictions, other than the biosafety ones,
will not contribute in increasing the exposure to the
virus.

AACO 54th AGM resolves the following:

1- Calls upon governments to follow the guidelines of
air travel and biosafety that were agreed upon by the
governments themselves through the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) and the World Health
Organization (WHQO) and their joint work which culminated
in the publishing of the ICAO’s Council Aviation Recovery
Taskforce’s Recovery Report and Take-off Guidance which
is now available in its 4th edition.

2- Commends and welcomes the decision of the Arab
League’s Council of Economic and Social Affairs, which
adopted General Principles for Air Travel Biosafety Measures
and the mutual recognition of vaccination certificates based
on global guidelines by ICAO and the WHO, and calls upon
governments to implement those principles in the national
measures with regards to biosafety and air travel, and
directs AACO to support the work of the Arab League jointly
with the Arab Civil Aviation Organization, the Arab Tourism
Organization, and the International Air Transport Association.

3- Calls upon governments, that agree on Travel Health
Corridors and/or Travel Bubbles to follow ICAO’s guidelines
while implementing those measures, particularly that they be
temporary and that air services agreements, as they stand,
should be the basis for any opening up for air travel under
the travel health corridors and /or travel bubbles.

4- Stresses the importance of technology to create
touchless processes in all the travel activities and supports
the initiatives taken by a number of entities to develop and
deploy applications that would facilitate touchless air travel,
particularly the IATA Travel Pass and other applications
which can be used by both governments and stakeholders.



...:‘Lﬂ
% T
N\ N /]
e/

Activities of the Organization

Issue 45

December 2021 I

The Air Transport Committee holds its forty-sixth session

The Air Transport Committee held its 46th meeting in Rabat
on November 15-16, 2021. The session was attended
by representatives of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the
Republic of Iraq, the State of Kuwait, the Sultanate of Oman
and the Kingdom of Morocco, as well as representatives of
the Republic of Tunisia, the Arab Republic of Egypt and the
State of Libya via video communication means. In addition,
Representatives of the Kingdom of Bahrain, the Arab
Federation and the International Air Transport Association
participated to the session as observers via teleconference.

H.E. Eng. Abdennebi Manar, Director General of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization, inaugurated the meeting and
welcomed the participants praising the efforts of the civil
aviation authorities in the Member States to revive the air
transport sector, at the national, regional and international
levels, as well as their distinguished contribution to the
activities of the organization, since the convening of the
twenty-sixth General Assembly organization in early July.

In accordance with the committees’ work system approved
by the General Assembly, Mr. Salem bin Hamad Al-Husseini,
representative of the Sultanate of Oman, was elected as
Chairman of the Committee, and Dr. Muhammad Jawdat,
representative of the Republic of Irag, was elected as his
deputy by acclamation.

Following the different discussions held, the committee
stressed the importance of urging member states to provide
facilities to airlines in the field of air cargo, while adhering
to air safety and security standards. This comes in order
to contribute to the revival of the economic activity and the
transfer of medical equipment and vaccines during the
Corona pandemic and to overcome the economic effects
resulting from it.

The committee also discussed the status of the agreement
on exchanging exemptions from taxes and customs duties
on the activities and equipment of Arab air carrier, and
the follow up on the amendments introduced to the main
agreement so that these latter’s can be approved during the
agreement review committee meeting under the umbrella
of the League of Arab States.

The committee urged member states to be guided by the
general Arab principles adopted by Resolution No. 2319 d.
P-108-2/9/2021 issued by the Economic and Social Council
of the League of Arab States to standardize procedures for
approving and registering vaccines and their use during
the Corona pandemic.




Course on "Airline alliances and
codeshare»

The “Airline Alliances and Code Sharing” course, organized
by the Arab Civil Aviation Organization and hosted by His
Excellency the Minister of Civil Aviation of the Arab Republic
of Egypt, was both concluded and inaugurated by His
Excellency Eng. Abdennebi Manar, Director General of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization alongside His Excellency
Eng. Ashraf Noweir Head of the Civil Aviation Authority in
the Arab Republic of Egypt.

The course was held in Cairo from 21 to 25 November
2021, and 53 trainees participated some virtually via zoom
facility and some on site including the Republic of Tunisia,
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Republic of Sudan, the
Sultanate of Oman, the State of Kuwait, the Arab Republic
of Egypt, the Kingdom of Morocco and the Republic of
Yemen. His Excellency Dr. Engineer Ashraf Noweir, Head
of the Civil Aviation Authority, distributed the certificates to
the participants in the course.

This course is the third hosted by the Civil Aviation Authority
in the Arab Republic of Egypt since 2021 and falls within
the framework of cooperation between the Authority and
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization in the field of formation
and training in order to raise the efficiency and capabilities
of workers in the field of air transport in Arab countries.
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A training course in Muscat on “Public
areas Security” in coordination with
the Civil Aviation Security Project for
Africa, Asia and the Middle East (CASE
PROJECT)

PERERReSS. . .

Muscat- The Civil Aviation Authority of the Sultanate
of Oman, in coordination with the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the European Aviation Security Project
for Africa, Asia and the Middle East (CASE PROJECT II),
organized a training course entitled «Security Assessors of
Public Areas «, targeting managers from the Civil Aviation
Authority and other entities operating in the aviation sector
in the Sultanate of Oman. The course took place from 22
to 24 November 2021, and aimed to provide participants
with knowledge and skills related to assessing security
weaknesses in public areas.

This course falls within the framework of the cooperation
and partnership program between the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization and the Civil Aviation Security Project for
Africa, Asia and the Middle East (CASE PROJECT), and
their commitment to enhancing civil aviation security,
raising awareness, spreading civil aviation security culture
and capacity building of aviation workers in accordance
with best practices.
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The first meeting of the working group on cyber security
With the Arab Civil Aviation Organization
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization held, through the visual
debate, the first meeting of the working group on cyber
security, on November 22, 2021, with the participation of 26
experts representing 11 member states of the organization,
and regional organizations (the Council of Arab Interior
Ministers, the Arab Organization for Communication and
Information Technologies, and the European Civil Aviation
Conference).

His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi Manar, Director General
of the Organization, in a speech on the occasion, warned
of the consequences of cyber-attacks on the security and
safety of passengers, on the reputation of companies, and
even on the level of economic losses.

The Director-General of the organization stressed the
importance of sensing the growing cybersecurity risks in
the aviation field, predicting an increase in attacks on the
aviation system’s cyber system, and setting new standards
related to supporting cyber security for the aviation system
in the coming period. He called on the participants in this
regard to enhance awareness and spread the culture
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of cyber security among employees and workers of the
aviation system, and to exchange information and best
practices to address security challenges at the regional
and local levels.

During this meeting, Dr. Ahmed Abdel-Wahab Mohamed
from the Arab Republic of Egypt was elected as the head
of the working group and Mr. Fahd Al-enizi from the State of
Kuwait as his deputy. During this meeting, representatives
of countries and regional organizations reviewed their
experience with regard to cybersecurity. The working group
also agreed to review the terms of reference and tasks of
the group, as well as its priorities and work programme.

This initiative falls within the framework of the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization’s contribution to the wide-ranging
efforts and measures undertaken by the International
Civil Aviation Organization and its Member States in
implementing the decisions issued by the ICAO Assembly
at the fortieth session, especially the implementation of the
Global Civil Aviation Security Plan.
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The twenty-first meeting of the Environment Committee
in the field of civil aviation

Rabat - The Arab Civil Aviation Organization held the twenty-
first meeting of the Environment Committee through video
conference on November 29-30, 2021. Seventeen experts
representing 10 member countries of the organization
participated to this meeting.

His Excellency the Director-General of ACAO began
his opening speech by inviting the participants to show
the utmost importance for coordinating and unifying
positions among Arab countries through the exchange of
experiences and best practices in light of the continuing
challenges faced by countries and airlines in the Arab
region exemplified by the actions taken by some countries
or regional blocs related to trade Emissions and regulations
on aviation and climate change.

He also called on the participants to adopt a participatory
approach during international forums in preparation for
the General Assembly of the International Civil Aviation
Organization taking place in October 2022.

During the deliberations of the twenty-first session of the
committee, participants studied developments in the Arab
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region regarding the implementation of the international civil
aviation carbon off setting and reduction plan “CORSIA” for
the year 2020, as well as for the period ranging from 2021-
2023, the preparation of national plans to reduce carbon
emissions, and the developments of ICAO’s Committee on
Aviation Environmental Protection (CAEP).

During this meeting, the committee also discussed
developments and measures related to environmental
protection in the field of civil aviation in the Arab region. For
example, but not limited to, the attendees discussed the
following:

- Outputs of the team in charge of preparing the first Arab
Forum for the Protection of the Environment in the Aviation
Industry,

- Approval of the activities of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization for the year 2022.

- Preparation of the action plan for the implementation of the
recommendations contained in the working paper submitted
to the General Assembly related to the future challenges
facing Arab countries in the field of environmental protection.
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The 34th meeting of the Civil Aviation Security Committee of the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization

The Civil Aviation Security Committee of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization held its 34th meeting
via video conference on December 06 and 07,
2021, with the participation of 15 aviation security
officials representing 10 member countries of the
organization.

During his opening speech, His Excellency
Eng. Abdennebi Manar, Director General of
the Organization, called on the members of the
committee to focus on topics of common Arab
interest, such as cyber security, raising awareness
and culture of security, and managing risks in an
international context characterized by increasing
threats, through a common approach to addressing
these threats. Exchange of experiences, expertise
and best practices.

After the opening speech, the members of the
Committee unanimously elected Mr. Suleiman bin
Saleh Al-Khamis from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
as the Chairman of the Security Committee in its

current session. Mr. Fahd Al-Qahtani from the State
of Qatar was also unanimously chosen as Vice-
Chairman of the Committee.

During this meeting, the participants discussed
developments and measures related to civil aviation
security in light of the outbreak of the Corona
pandemic, such as the internal threat to aviation
security, the national context of the threat and other
related topics. Where the Committee established
the facilitation team at the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization. It also approved the outcomes of the
seventh meeting of the Aviation Security Group and
the first meeting of the cybersecurity working group
of the organization.

In view of the current developments and emerging
threats facing civil aviation security, activities related
to capacity building for the year 2022 have been
approved. In this regard, the Committee agreed to
organize the first Arab Aviation Security Forum.



ACAO participation to the Third China-
Arab States BDS Cooperation Forum
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The ACAO attended the Third China-Arab States BDS
Cooperation Forum (Hybrid event) the 08 December
2021. The forum was attended by distinguish from
Ambassies of Arab States, the League of Arab
States and its relevant organisations as well as
representatives from China side both governmental
and private sectors.

China and the Arab states will jointly implement pilot
projects in key domains in the application of BDS as
one of the GNSS (global navigation satellite system)
provider, over the 2022-2023 period, according to
a cooperation action plan signed at the forum. The
same plan mentioned China will provide scholarships
for up to five navigation and communication major
students from Arab States for their master’s degrees
in the field and both sides will also exchange
academic visitors annually.

In addition, China Beidou Telecommunication
and information centre and Arab Information and
communication Technologies (AITCO) signed a
letter of Intent for cooperation on joint test on BDS
MEOSAR and Return Link.

ACAO provided a presentation on its Aviation GNSS
Strategy highlighting the near-, mid- and long-
term approach as well as the associated roadmap,
emphasising that ACAO is welcoming any mutual
cooperation to extend the aviation service area to the
Arabic states, member of ACAOQ.
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Workshop on «Actions contained in the
roadmap for the Global Plan for Civil
Aviation Security»

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization organized a workshop
on the «measures contained in the roadmap for the global
plan for civil aviation security», through a visual debate, from
27 to 29 December 2021, with the participation of 40 civil
aviation security officials representing 12 member states of the
organization.

During his opening speech, His Excellency Eng. Abdennebi
Manar, ACAO Director General, affirmed the commitment
of the Arab Civil Aviation Organization to contribute to
the achievement of the objectives and priorities outlined
in the global plan for civil aviation security, especially by
enhancing understanding of the risks that threaten aviation
security, building and strengthening human capabilities, and
strengthening international and regional cooperation, providing
technical support and accompanying countries to promote civil
aviation security, spreading a culture of security and raising
security awareness.

He also called on the participants to exchange expertise,
experiences and best practices to enhance aviation security
and raise security awareness among all employees and all
workers in light of the increasing threats and risks facing the
Arab region, in a way to strengthen the Arab complementarity,
and benefits from each other’s experiences.

During this workshop, which was moderated by Arab
competencies known for their scientific and practical acumen
in the field of aviation security, the participants reviewed the
objectives and benefits of the global aviation security plan, its
main priorities, and the plan’s performance indicators.

The participants also reviewed ways to implement the
results and procedures contained in the plan’s roadmap
related to enhancing awareness of and addressing risks,
providing security culture and human capabilities, improving
technological resources and improving innovation, control and
quality assurance, and increasing cooperation and support.

The representatives of the United Arab Emirates, the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, the Sultanate of Oman and the Arab Civil
Aviation Organization also reviewed their contribution to
strengthening the global aviation security plan.

This workshop falls within the framework of the contribution of
the Arab Civil Aviation Organization to the wide-ranging efforts
and measures undertaken by the International Civil Aviation
Organization and Member States, to implement the resolutions
issued by the ICAO Assembly, which helps to implement the
Global Plan for Civil Aviation Security.
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ACAO-DFfT-TSA Joint Virtual Workshop on Drones
Rabat, Morocco, 9th & 10th November 2021
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The UK Department for Transport (DFT), the US
Transportation Security Administration (TSA), and the
Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQ) jointly organised
a virtual Workshop on Drones on 9th & 10th November
2021.

The main objective of this Workshop was to bring all
the concerned stakeholders to a common approach for
handling the risks /threats of drone incursion at airports
vicinity and into segregated airspaces. Furthermore, this
Workshop was focused on the latest drone detection
Technologies and solutions.

During this workshop, Participants had the opportunity
to share their experiences regarding the establishment
of Drone regulations and policies and were able
to exchange views and best practice on threat
identification and mitigation. the participants were also

able to share examples of the latest technology, policies
and approaches they are using to countermeasures
drones within their region. The Workshop also covered
current and future challenges to safely integrate Drones
operations in to airspaces, The Workshop agreed on a
series of recommendations.

Moderated and lead by 16 international experts, the
workshop brought together 100 participants from 14 Arab
States, 5 regional organizations, regulatory authorities
and industry stakeholders.

ACAQ, TSA and DfT agreed their cooperation should be
expanded by organizing further events and activities on
thematic such as security, cyber security and drones.
We are looking towards the upcoming Symposium on
drone planned to be organized jointly under the umbrella
of ACAO, TSA and DfT and ICAO.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the 33rd session of the
General Assembly of the African Civil Aviation Commission

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated in the
33rd session of the General Assembly of the African
Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC), held on December
1-3, 2021, in Kigali, Rwanda. The session was attended
by the heads of civil aviation authorities of the member
states of the Committee, the President of the Council
of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO),

the Secretaries-General of regional civil aviation
organizations and representatives of countries with
cooperative relations with the African Commission.

President Paul Kagame of the Republic of Rwanda
opened the 33rd session of the General Assembly of
the African Civil Aviation Commission. In his speech,
he stressed that the liberalization of air transport would
enable the sustainable recovery of the aviation industry,
following the adverse effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
To achieve this, it is necessary to invest in infrastructure
and rehabilitation of human resources to benefit from the
social and economic benefits provided by the African Air
Transport Single Market (SAATM).

Affordability, while avoiding charging the aviation sector
against other sectors to encourage citizens to travel
by air, and speeding up the digitalization process to
facilitate airport procedures to enhance passenger
confidence, was also one of the most pressing trends of
the President’s speech.

The opening session also heard the interventions of His
Excellency Mr El Togo Fort Gnassingbé, Champion of
the African Air Transport Single Market Project, H.E
Mr Gabriel Lesa, Chairman of the African Civil Aviation
Commission, H.E Salvatore Sciacchitano, President of
the ICAQO of the International Civil Aviation Organization
Organization  Council, H.E  Amani  Abou-Zeid

W Commissioner for Infrastructure and Energy
at the African Union Commission, and H.E Mr
Cleaver Gatete, Minister of Infrastructure of the
Republic of Rwanda.

In accordance with the agenda of the General
Assembly, the members of the African Civil
Aviation Commission discussed the reports
of the Technical Committee, the Air Transport
Committee as well as the Legal Committee,
the report on the Triennium program for 2018-
2020 implementation, and the adoption of the
Triennium program for 2022-2025. The new
Bureau of the Committee members were also
elected under the chairmanship of Mr Silas
Odahimuka, Director-General of the Civil
Aviation Authority of Rwanda, for the period 2022-2025,
as well as the States nominated for membership in the
ICAO Council, and the Air Navigation Commission.

In his statement during the plenary, His Excellency, the
Director-General of ACAQ, stressed the importance of
regional civil aviation organizations in implementing
international civil aviation policies and that cooperation
between these organizations was necessary to protect
the vital interests of regional and international civil
aviation.

His Excellency took this opportunity to thank AFCAC for
its participation in the 26th General Assembly of the Arab
Civil Aviation Organization last July and its participation
in the symposium on the occasion of its twenty-fifth
anniversary, in particular in discussions on ways to
strengthen cooperation among regional organizations to
meet the future global challenges facing air transport.

This is in addition to the joint organization of numerous
seminars and workshops for the African and Arab civil
aviation benefit.

HE the Director-General also pointed out that there are
future topics that require continuous cooperation and
coordination to highlight positions on actions taken on a
fair global system to deal with the environmental impact
of aviation and reduce gas emissions.

In conclusion, His Excellency expressed his optimism
for continuing this cooperation with the new Chairman,
the Secretariat and the African Commission through the
improvement of consultation mechanisms on regional
and international issues, which contributes to the
sustainability of the air transport industry.
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the ninth session of the
CAPSCA meeting

CAPSCA EUR-MID/9
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The Arab Civil Aviation Organization participated in
the ninth joint meeting of the ICAO regional offices in
Europe, the North Atlantic and the Middle East on the
CAPSCA Program for the Cooperative Arrangement for
the Prevention and Management of Public Health Events
in Civil Aviation (CAPSCA EUR/MID/9), from 7 to 9
December 2012, via video conferencing. Mr Juan Carlos
Salazar, Secretary-General of the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAQ), opened the meeting with
experts from civil aviation and public health authorities,
airportand airline representatives and other stakeholders
interested in planning in the aviation sector.

During his speech, Mr Salazar highlighted ICAO’s key
role in coordinating the international aviation response to
public health risks, using the ICAO Global Cooperative
Arrangement for the Prevention and Management
of Public Health Events in Civil Aviation (CAPSCA),
through which international, regional, national and local
organizations are brought together to unite efforts and
develop a coordinated approach, during periods of
preparedness and crisis, and to provide assistance
to Member States. He expressed his happiness at
participating in this meeting, which is a unique opportunity
to draw participants’ attention to the importance of
joint efforts by states and international organizations
participating under the CAPSCA programme to improve
aviation sector responses to reduce the covid-19
outbreak, particularly in supporting efforts to maintain
the air transport sector in accordance with the guidelines
and recommendations of the CART Task Force or the
high-level conference on COVID-19.

wi ve
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The agenda of this meeting included discussion of several
important topics related to the current situation, such
as Public health measures associated with COVID-19,
actions and measures taken by the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO), the World Health
Organization (WHO) and other international organizations
to address COVID-19, activities and directives taken
by the CAPSA program. The experiences and lessons
learned from the recent pandemic were also simplified
and shared during the presentations. The experiences
of some Arab States concerning mitigation measures
taken to ensure continuity of operation in the sector were
presented.

The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
Global Cooperative Arrangement Programme for the
Prevention and Management of Public Health Events in
Civil Aviation (CAPSCA) was established in 2006 and
managed by the International Civil Aviation Organization
with the support of the World Health Organization. the
programme brings together the expertise of States and
healthcare bodies, including the Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention, the European Centre for
Disease Prevention and Control, as well as experts in
the air transport sector, including the International Air
Transport Association, the Airports Council International
and the International Coordinating Council of Aerospace
Industries Associations to implement international
aviation rules and recommendations and World Health
Organization regulations.
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Seventh meeting of the civil aviation security expert group
At the Arab Civil Aviation Organization

fatma SASSI khaled alotaibi

Ali Naser Al-Dul...

The Civil Aviation Security Team of the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization held its seventh meeting via video debate
on 1 November 2021.

During this meeting, which was
attended by 13 aviation security
experts representing 6 countries, the
expert group studied the follow-up to
the implementation of a roadmap for
preparing a draft unified standards for
licensing security detection personnel.

The team also dealt with the issue of
advance data for travellers, and it was
agreed that some countries would submit
their experience during the next meeting,
regarding the implementation of the
advance data system for travellers, at
the legislative, technical and operational
levels.

ACAO 47th Safety Committee Meeting - ASC/47

James Wiltshire
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The ACAO 47th Safety Committee meeting ASC/47 has
been conducted under Hybrid form, the 26 -28 November
2021 . As first meeting after the ACAO GA, election of the
and vis-Chairperson of the Safety Committee was made.
The meeting convened to elect Mr. Ali Neemat Rasham
representative of Iraq as chairperson, and Mr. Mohamad
Ammous as vis-chairperson, while secretariat ensured by
Mr. Hicham Bennani Safety Expert within the ACAOQ.

The meeting was attended by a total of 26 participants
from 11 States (6 Members and 5 Observers) and 3
Organizations.

Mr. Manar Abdenebi DG of the ACAO opened the
meeting welcoming the participants and reviewed
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practical — arrangements  for
the meeting. The Director
General also emphasized that
the meeting is characterized
by its hybrid methodology
that combines virtual and in-
person communication. His
Excellency also mentioned that
the repercussions of the Corona
pandemic are still present and
renewed from time to time with
the emergence of new variants,
and this is what hinders the
process of restoring activity or
limits its effectiveness, which casts a shadow over the
entire air transport sector.

Hasan Ahmad

rania Hammad

In addition to the review of the list of actions and decisions
taken as result of the previous session, the meeting
adopted a series of recommendations regarding the latest
development on the Covid 19 recovery / restart measures
as well as implementation of the RSOO, ARCM and Action
plan aiming supporting the Members States who request
it. The meeting emphasizes also the role played by ACAO
during the ICAO HLCC as main coordinator between its
member States allowing by the same to participate to that
conference by a total of 15 WPs presented on behalf of
the ACAO States Member.
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ACAO "Aviation Training Day”

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization (ACAQO) conducted
virtually the Aviation training day on November 2, 2021.
This event was attended by 29 participants from 11 Arab
countries, in addition to the International Air Transport
Association (IATA) and Arab Air Carriers Association
(AACO).

The opening was held with a speech presented by the
Director-General of the ACAQ, in which he mentioned
the critical importance of the training as one of the main
challenges for the development of the civil aviation
system, especially in light of the developments imposed
by the Covid 19 pandemic, expressly the increasing use
of virtual communication and the necessity of setting
frameworks, regulations and procedures associated
with that. In addition, the IATA and AACO contributed
by presenting their current status of the Aviation training
system and the future prospects for its development
emphasizing the new flexible approach they were setting
up, as well as the strategic shift in their training policies,

which will enable them to face the post Covid 19 ERA.

The ACAO presented its vision for the future of Aviation
training in the Arabic region, as well as the first and
second seminars conclusions held in 2015 and 2016
under the thematic: “for the development of the Capacity
building in Aviation”. The ACAO also presented the
outcomes of its survey on training, which revealed a
clear distortion between Arabic States in their Training
capabilities both in term of quantity and quality, which
calls for the reinforcement of capacity-building policies,
so that it can fit the upcoming needs.

The work of this Training Day concluded with a
proposal for a comprehensive approach based on two
pillars, Aviation training industry and its governance
under the civil aviation authorities as regulator. These
recommendations will be brought to the attention of the
ACAO governance bodies for consideration.
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Arab Civil Aviation Organization participates in the high-level conference on

The Arab Civil Aviation Organization

participated in the High-
Level Conference on Corona
Covid-19 (HLCC 2021), held at
the International Civil  Aviation

Organization in Montréal, Canada,
from 12 to 22 October 2021,
through  visual ~ communication,
with the participation of 129 States
and 38 international and regional
organizations, including major global
partner agencies such as WHO and
the UN World Tourism Organization.

The Arab States prepared to
participate in this Conference.
Several technical meetings were
held at the Arab Civil Aviation
Organization level, culminating in
the adoption of 15 working papers
submitted during the Conference on
behalf of the States Members of the
Organization.

During the Conference, ministers
and deputy ministers, heads
of international and regional
organizations and senior officials
of the aviation sector discussed
travel, trade and global supply
chains, national recovery priorities
and prospects for international
cooperationtoaddressthe economic
consequences of the pandemic,
support the financial viability and
sustainability of the aviation sector,
restore air connectivity and enhance
public confidence in air travel.

Covid-19

The Conference also provided an

opportunity to exchange ideas
and views on aviation policy
requirements to adapt to the various
trends arising from the current
crisis and make firm commitments
to address the coronavirus through

adequate multilateral safety and
facilitation  procedures.
The work carried out during

the Conference on safety and
facilities stream, the study and
discussion of 251 working paper
and information papers, which
resulted in the adoption of 24
recommendations on safety and
operational measures for the Corona
pandemic, strategy and policy,
standardization, implementation
and support, operational measures
on facilities, and on the Corona
pandemic and beyond, identified
the appropriateness of facility
guidance addressing the impact of
pandemic situations on air travel, the
new and revised international health-
related rules and recommendations
contained in Annex IX,
strengthening national coordination
and international  cooperation,
strengthening digital data exchange
to facilitate the smooth completion
of contentious operations during
and after the coronavirus pandemic,
the collection of passenger health
and communications data through
electronic  travel systems, and

the future approach to
managing the measures
related to the convenience
of passenger health and
monitoring  activities.

At the final session of the
Conference, States also
adopted a  declaration
recognizing the ongoing
and unprecedented global
crisis caused by the
Coronavirus pandemic and
its disastrous public health
and socio-economic consequences
and supporting the work of the ICAO
Air Sector Recovery Task Force.
(CART), emphasizing the importance
of standard travel rules, including
interoperability and/or mutual
recognition of digital applications,
as well as the importance of lessons
learnt from the current pandemic to
better address future crises.

The Declaration also stresses the
importance of support for the aviation
sector, including economic and
financial aid, to sustain operations
and ensure the provision of essential
services while maintaining fair
competition and equal opportunities.

In the Declaration, States also
recognize the contribution and
difficulties of the aviation industry to
climate change, interms of long-term
resilience, sustainable development
and future growth of the aviation
sector, and hope to discuss the
feasibility of a long-term global
ambitious objective for civil aviation,
at the twenty-sixth Conference of
the Parties to the United Nations
Convention on Climate Change
(COP 26) and the high-level ICAO
Conference.
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Coordination and Communication
System at the Operational Level

The Airport Authority ensures the
safe operation of the various airport
functions, ensuring that the civil

aviation regulations provided for
in national legislation are adhered
to by a planning framework at
the international, regional and
national levels to regulate growth
in a safe, secure, efficient, orderly,
economical and environmentally
protective  manner.

This article will address Airport
Security and Facilities management,
which requires the airport authority
to coordinate its implementation
through an effective administration
characterized by an understanding
of national civil aviation security
and facilities legislation to ensure
the principle that airport security is
a shared responsibility achieved by
collective participation.

existence of
and facilities

Despite the
airport  security
documentation, which set out
the roles and responsibilities of
each entity operating under its
umbrella with the systems achieved;

However, implementation of their
requirements requires coordination
of the performance of security
measures, procedures and controls
commensurate with the current
threat.

Perhaps the best practices for
strengthening  coordination  and
communication to ensure the
effective implementation of airport
security requirements is the Airport
Security  Committee. Effective
coordination is carried out through
the Airport Facilities Committee
concerning airport facilities.

The Airport Security Committee
and the Airport Facilities Committee
are the means upon which the
Airport  Security and Facilities
System relies to coordinate the
implementation of its requirements.
They review operational concerns
and challenges at the airport,
develop solutions to address them,
and advise on the development,
coordination and implementation of
security procedures and measures
to strengthen the security system
with the resources required to protect
aviation against illegal interference.

The two committees represent the
entities operating under the umbrella
ofthe airport. They ensure safe flights
and have roles in the airport security
and facilities programs. They also
contribute to instilling a culture of
aviation security at the airport level
by realising that «security is the
responsibility of all».

Discussion of airport security and
facilities related to securing an
aircraftflightthroughthe coordination
of bilateral or ftrilateral meetings

without the participation of all entities
operating under the umbrella of the
airport may cause weak coordination
and effectiveness. It may cause
non-compliance or result in weak
coordination and harmony among
operational entities since security
effectiveness is achieved through
complementarity and  harmony
among all actors participating in the
operating system.

Discussing airport security and
facilities related to  securing
an aircraft flight through the
coordination of bilateral or trilateral
meetings without the participation
of all entities operating under the
airport’s authority may cause weak
coordination and effectiveness.
It may cause non-compliance or
result in weak coordination and
harmony among operational entities
since security effectiveness s
achieved through complementarity
and harmony among all actors
participating in the operating
system.

The agenda of the meeting of the
Airport Security Committee and the
Airport Facilities Committee.

As best practices, and in order to
achieve the purpose of establishing
committees to support airport
management in coordinating the
implementation of airport security
and facilities requirements and as
indicative items, we believe that the
agenda of the meeting of the two
committees should not be devoid of
the following agenda:
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- Airport Security Committee Agenda Facilitation Committee Agenda

Review of the executive position of the previous re- Review of the executive position of the pre-
cord of the Committee. vious record of the Committee.

This item reviews the level of implementation of the This item reviews the level of implementa-
Committee’s decisions for the previous meeting. tion of the Committee’s decisions for the
previous meeting.

2 Discuss operational challenges to airport security. Discuss operational challenges of airport
facilities.
An open item allowing Committee members to ad-
weaknesses, to study them and consult on solutions bers to raise the operational challenges of

dress operational security challenges, including An open item allowing Committee mem-

to strengthen the airport security system in line with  passengers’ flow at the passport and cus-

national legislation translated into airport security toms points, passenger routes, and health

documents. requirements. It also addresses the gener-
al aspects of the airport facilities program
that does not conflict with airport security
requirements.

Review of the update of airport security documents (if any) Review of the update of airport facility doc-

uments (if any)

At this point an update to the airport security documentation

(whether SOP's or software) is reviewed At this point an update to the airport facility doc-
umentation (whether SOP's or software) is re-
viewed

Review prevailing threats to airport security.

5 Review any security architectural designs or systems/secu-
rity apparatus for security approval in a manner that does not
conflict with facility clauses. (if any)

To study security measures and procedures to ensure com-

7

pliance with aviation security requirements and the facilities
for accreditation in accordance with applicable regulations.

Review of internal airport quality control activities

The observations made and the level of implementation of
the recommendations are reviewed by members of the Com-
mittee.

Discuss matters sent to airport management by airlines and
other entities operating under the umbrella of the airport,
which need to be discussed during the Committee’s work. (if

any)

The topics related to the Committee's competences shall be
reviewed as required, such as the application of any proce-
dure, such as Tail to Tail, whose application involves the par-
ticipation of the entities involved in securing an airline flight
for learning, ensuring the effectiveness of application and
reviewing procedures.

Any other subject matter that the airport management in-
tends to raise to ensure the application of national legislation

in a manner that does not conflict with the provisions of the
facilities.
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Is aviation security a means or an end?
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Some might think that the question
is the title of the article, «Is aviation
security a means or an end?» It's
a simple, superficial question that
doesn’t require asking. It doesn'’t
even have to be thought of. But in
fact, | think that this question is
legitimate and requires scrutiny and
reflection, especially since some
find it difficult and confusing to
distinguish between the concept of
means and the concept of purpose.

The moral definition of these two
words defines the means as the
instrument available to persons
to achieve their ends. Of these
instruments, we single out the ideas,
material possibilities and mental
capacities available to achieve
these ends. An objective is defined
as a pre-planned goal or objectives
that a person seeks to achieve with
a personal, individual, collective or
institutional  vision.

The method is therefore used to
achieve an end, but it is available
and can be used, applied or/and
implemented.

Based on this purely moral definition,

are we entitled to consider aviation
security as a means to achieve the
objective of civil aviation authorities
in achieving safe and sustainable
aviation, or is the security of civil
aviation an end in itself to which they
aim and for which the means and
tools available and available to them
are used?

To answer this question, let us begin
by recalling the concept of aviation
security under the International
Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) contained in Annex XVII
to the Chicago 1944 Convention
«Security,» which defines it as:
«Aviation security is the protection
of civil aviation from acts of unlawful
interference and achieves this with
a combination of procedures and
human and material resources.»

In this sense, specialists in this field
know that a number of conditions
and tools (procedures and human
and material resources) must be put
in place to achieve aviation security
and that, in turn, aviation security
will achieve the protection and
sustainability of civil aviation, which
is the goal of all States.

So, what are these tools in the
definition of aviation security?

1- Procedures:

The procedures are intended to
cover all matters relating to laws,
legislation, regulations, programmes,
arrangements and measures relating
to aviation security, which are
developed and updated by the civil
aviation authorities in accordance
with  national and international
requirements in this regard.

2- Human resources:

about

Human resources are all

conditions of recruitment,
selection and training to enable
staff members to perform their
security tasks in accordance with
established and predetermined
standards and procedures.
Effective implementation of security
procedures and measures requires
a trained and qualified human
component.

3- Material resources:

Material resources are all about the
security equipment and systems
required by aviation  security
services. and ensuring that state-
of-the-art technologies are available
in this area while keeping pace with
emerging technology.

Thus, strong and effective aviation
security is essentially associated
with the three elements mentioned
above (procedures and human
and material resources) and the
extent to which these elements can
respond to national and international
requirements. Nor can we deny
that the effectiveness of these
elements is coupled with the extent
to which States are able to provide
the necessary means, especially
material ones, to finance their
aviation security system.

As we have already pointed out, the
use of these elements (procedures
and human and material resources)
as a means or tool for reaching
the goal of achieving a high level
of aviation security. Achieving
such a high level of security will
be the means to achieve safe and
sustainable aviation. The following
chart shows the above:
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The means (1)

Robust and effective
aviation security

To answer the question posed in
this article, one can say that aviation
security can be both an end and a
goal and a means to achieve the
overarching goal of ensuring safe
and sustainable civil aviation. And
each according to his point of view
and his vision of the topic from his
angle. But it will not, in any way, be a
gateway to the philosophical debate
about who came first, the egg or
the chicken. Regardless of whether
there is a definitive answer to this
question, all aviation security officials
are well aware that the sustainability
of civil aviation and the development
of air traffic depends mainly on a

)

2)

—
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The end

Safe and sustainable

civil aviation

solid and effective aviation security
system that reflects the State’s
ability to supervise and control all air
operations within its territory.

The civil aviation authorities must
also take a solid and transparent
approach to their management of
security systems to integrate and
connect with other systems, such
as the safety management system
and the quality control management
system. Security systems are an
effective  tool for continuously
and proactively assessing the
effectiveness of aviation security
procedures.

However, the biggest challenge for
everyone is to realize that enhancing
aviation security is not the preserve
of civil aviation authorities, security
agencies, airport and aircraft
operators, and others. Instead, it is
a collective responsibility in which
each party contributes according
to its specialization and field, within
a clear and transparent approach.
What role does the security culture
play in consolidating this approach
to achieve the optimum level of
performance in aviation security??
And the answer to this question will
be in the next issue, God willing.
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Global Warming and the Green Airports Initiative

Atiyah ibn Sa’id al-Zahrani
Master of Business Administration

Civil Aviation Authority
Saudi Arabia

Climate change means long-term
shifts in temperature and weather
patterns. These shifts may be natural,
occurring through changes caused
by the solar cycle, for example. But,
since the industrial revolutions began
in the nineteenth century, human
activities have contributed to climate
change. Global warming and the
increase in greenhouse gas emissions
(carbon dioxide) have also increased
significantly. They pose a significant
threat to us for the time being and to
generations to come. Climate change
is a significant phenomenon of
global warming and greenhouse gas
emissions (carbon dioxide).

Global warming is defined as the
increase in the rate of air temperature
in the lower stratum of the earth’s
surface. This occurs when the
sun heat is trapped in the earth’s
atmosphere after it enters the earth,
raising its temperature and making
it warmer. This is done by absorbing
atmospheric gases, such as carbon
dioxide, from the energy of the sun and
its sequestration near the earth, which
contributes to the warming of the earth.

These changes occur naturally at every
specific time. They have increased
during the industrial revolution by
human activities. The average global
surface temperature has risen from
0.3 to 0.6 degrees Celsius during the
last century, representing the most
significant increase in the earth’s
surface temperature over the past
one thousand years. It is expected
that the heat will prevent the heating
of this century, and the heating of the
greatest possible. The average global
temperature will reach 1.5°C, and
weather scientists expect it to increase
from 2°C to 4°C by 2100. Research,
studies, and scientific literature have
confirmed that human, natural, and
industrial factors led to this change.
Mark Linas, the climate leader for the
Science Alliance at Cornell University
in New York, attributed this change
of 99% to human behaviour. A team
of scientists headed by Northwestern
University also revealed a warning.
Researchers expressed their fear that
this change would make the earth’s
oceans less suitable for marine life
and consequently lead to the loss of
the food wealth therein.

Scientists have proven that global
warming has a significant impact on
human health, climate in general, and
on the biological system, leading to a
disruption of the natural water cycle
that will cause various floods, as well
as arise in sea level due to melting ice,
which may submerge coastal areas, in
addition to influencing weather and
heat patterns, damaging agriculture
and the economy, and spreading
diseases. Scientists believe that global
warming of two degrees Celsius in total
will raise sea levels by (56 cm). A rise
in temperature of 3 degrees Celsius
will lead to massive disturbances
in ecosystems, food production,
and weather patterns. From this
perspective, the world must come
together and do much more to achieve
zero greenhouse gas emissions in
the global energy cycle. The industry

will require a shift in the middle of
that global greenhouse gas use, a
fundamental change in how we use
energy for air, sea, and land transport,
and an interest in agriculture and the
proliferation of forests and arable
land. These scientists emphasized
that the next 15 years will be critical to
addressing the change in our world.

The recent United Nations Climate
Change Conference (COP26), held in
Glasgow, Scotland, confirmed through
pledges and commitments that there
is another opportunity to implement
the stringent measures required to
slow global warming, including a
pledge to halt deforestation by 2030
and to reduce methane emissions by
30% by 2030, as well as a promise of
financial support for the climate issue.
The Conference also emphasized that
the road to carbon neutrality requires
domestic and global efforts and
international solidarity to achieve the
mid-century.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has
made many efforts to protect the
environment within the framework
of achieving a balance between
economic and social growth, balancing
the preservation and protection of
the environment with sustainable
development within the objectives of
its Vision 2030. It has worked with the
international community to address
the environmental and climate risks to
the earth. It has sought to reduce the
causes of climate change and to fulfil
all its international commitments and
agreements. It has recently launched
more than 53 initiatives, involving over
$185 billion in investment, that are
working to bring renewable energy to
50% of the production capacity of the
electricity mix, the energy efficiency
initiative to produce one of the world’s
largest green hydrogen centers in the
city of Neom, to produce 4 million tons
of green fuel, and to build a larger
carbon-producing capacity every year
and build a carbon storage These



initiatives will contribute to the reduction
of carbon emissions in the Middle East
by more than 10% of the current global
contributions. In addition, tree-planting
initiatives have been launched with
the planting of more than 450 million
trees, the rehabilitation of 8 million
hectares of land, and the allocation
of newly protected land, making the
total protected areas in the Kingdom
more than 20% of its total area, which
contributes to reducing pollution and
reducing global warming.

The Kingdom has led the world against
thermal emissions, ahead of the United
States and all European countries,
Japan and South Korea. The German
website  Stateste, specializing in
market and consumer data, revealed
that Saudi Arabia has achieved the
first position in combating thermal
emissions.

On the one hand, the environmental
impact of aviation is among the
reasons for climate change and the
increase in global warming because
of aircraft engines that produce heat
and noise, molecules and gases that
contribute most sharply to the growth
of global warming. Airplanes emit such
molecules and gases as carbon dioxide
(CO2), water vapor, hydrocarbon,
carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides,
sulfur oxides, lead and black carbon,
and these emissions interact with
themselves and the atmosphere and
contribute to the increase in the total
pollution caused by aviation.

Research has shown that, despite
practical  innovations in  aircraft
structures, engines, air dynamics

and aviation operations, there is no
looming end to CO2 emissions due to
the continued growth of air travel. In
addition to the CO2 gas emitted from
most aircraft during the burning of
fuel as in jet fuel or aviation gasoline,
the ground vehicles used at the
airport unfortunately also contribute
to greenhouse gas emissions, as do
passenger and crew transport vehicles
to airports and other equipment and
vehicles used on the airport campus.
In 2018, total CO2 emissions (77.4
million tons) of passenger transport
(18.80 million tons) were (19.9 million
tons), and in 2019 900 million tons of
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carbon dioxide, or about 2% of global
carbon emissions, and by 2050 the
earth’s population will double, doubling
the number of airline users. For a
5,000-kilometer journey, the emissions
are estimated to be the same as those
resulting from energy consumption
for a year's heating as the average
household.

The UN predicts that carbon dioxide
emissions from airplanes will triple by
(2050). These emissions represent
about 3 to 4 per cent of total emissions,
amidst the warning of the International
Council for Clean Transport that
emissions are increasing at a rapid
pace. According to a report by the
New York Times, pressure is rising on
airlines to disclose their contributions
on climate issues as well. At the same
time, other companies that review
travel budgets to reduce expenses
and emissions are different.

Aviation is one of the fastest-growing
sources of greenhouse gas emissions.
For this reason, airports around the
world need to strengthen the concept
of green airports that take into account
and protect the environment while
contributing to reducing pollution, even
though they face many challenges,
such as making the necessary changes
in the design of the airports themselves
to be green airports through increasing
green areas, using clean energy, and
reducing pollution. Moreover, the
civil aviation industry officials must
apply the concept of using modern
technology that limits the spread of
pollution that leads to climate change.

The concept of green airports, as a
global requirement, contributes directly
to the protection of the environment and
is significant in meeting the challenges
of climate change in reducing
and providing long-term operating
expenses, in addition to providing
significant investment opportunities in
many areas of aviation, and promotes
growth areas in other service sectors
associated with airports, including
modern technologies, solutions and
systems that operate these airports,
which are linked to the aviation
industry and provide the airports with
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the necessary needs.

The number of green airports has
increased in recent years. The aviation
sector has begun to contribute in
earnestto reduce the carbon emissions
that threaten the world by transforming
those airports into partners and
contributors  to reducing pollution
and global warming. The aviation
initiatives multiplying in the world on
environmental solutions are promising
and will be bearing fruit. The United
Nations Environment Program (UNEP)
is working to promote the development
of environmental solutions.

Climate change poses the greatest
threat to the world economy. More
than that, its negative repercussions
are emerging rapidly and require
broad adoption by Governments. The
global nature requires an effective
joint international response. The
success of this response lies in energy
security, economic development, and
addressing the challenge of climate
change without compromising one
another. Serious solutions to address
this also lie in, among other things,
the importance of recognizing the
multitude of solutions to the problem
of global change without bias towards
an energy source and of not limiting
the role of fossil fuels to ensure a
smooth transition to cleaner energy, as
stated in the Paris Agreement (2015)
adopted by (197) States, reducing
carbon emissions and air pollution,
improving the impact of the air
transport sector, improving the effects
of climate change and the energy
sector developing new technology for
low-carbon fuel, producing emissions-
free aircraft, manufacturing electric-
powered aircraft, and enhancing the
efficiency of renewable energy sources
such as solar or wind power, ensuring
sustainable development, managing
forests and agriculture, and reducing
carbon dioxide. The United Nations
Industrial Development Organization
(UNEP) is the world’s leading producer
of low-carbon fuels and is guiding
the UN’s decision to consider using
renewable energy sources such as
solar or wind power.
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ICAO and UNWTO issue Joint Statement for Aviation Day, call for accelerated
efforts to reconnect the world

Montréal, 7 December 2021 — For the first time since
International Civil Aviation Day was established, in
1994, ICAO is commemorating 7 December this year
with a special Joint Statement with the UN World
Tourism Organization (UNWTOQO) calling for accelerated
global efforts to reconnect the world.

With global connectivity recovery on course, both UN
bodies called for intensified efforts towards vaccine
equity and stressed that restrictions on travel due
to new variants of COVID-19 must only be used «as
a very last resort,» noting they’re «discriminatory,
ineffective and against the guidance of the World
Health Organization.»

They alsounderscored thatthe pandemic has «pressed
pause on trillions of dollars’ worth of economic activity,
affecting millions of livelihoods globally,» and that with
better mitigation strategies, and greater international
coordination in place, the air travel and tourism sectors
«can be drivers for economic recovery, both in the
developed and the developing worlds.»

«As UN Secretary General Guterres has highlighted
today in his own Aviation Day message, countries have
recently pledged to enhance cooperation and risk

management on COVID-19 border restrictions, and this
commitment was strongly reaffirmed in the Declaration
they issued at ICAQO’s High-level Conference on
COVID-19 this October,» remarked ICAO Council
President Salvatore Sciacchitano.

«Whether toward current priorities on how to address
variant risks on the basis of the best science and
recommendations, or to build the travel and tourism
sectors back better to minimize emissions and become
more resilient to future pandemic threats, the solidarity
of our UNWTO colleagues at this very important
moment in global air transport and tourism recovery is
greatly appreciated,» noted ICAO Secretary General
Juan Carlos Salazar.

As part of their pledge to build back better post-
pandemic, the statement further highlights the two
agencies’ shared commitment to taking «every
opportunity to facilitate and accelerate the pace
of innovation... advance progress towards the use
of renewable energy, sustainable fuels, and other
emissions reduction and elimination solutions,
while continuously encouraging countries and the
industry itself to meet or surpass the Net-Zero 2050
commitments we need to achieve the Global Goals.»



Reports

Issue 45

December 2[]21I

UN Secretary-General’s message on International Civil Aviation Day

On International Civil Aviation Day, we recognize the
many contributions of air travel to our world — from
connecting societies and delivering vital goods to
supporting millions of livelihoods and contributing
billions to the global economy.

COVID-19 continues to put deep stresses on
international aviation, even as increased vaccination
rates and testing protocols make air travel possible
again. Countries pledged recently to enhance
cooperation and risk management, under the auspices
of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ).

It is critical that governments act urgently on
these commitments. Many developing economies
depend on international air connections that support
investments towards the Sustainable Development
Goals. The safe resumption of air travel also requires
governments to work together in support of the World
Health Organization strategy to vaccinate 40 percent
of people in every country by the end of this year, and
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70 percent by mid-2022.

Recovery from the pandemic is a unique opportunity
for all sectors to take transformational climate action,
build long-term resilience and advance sustainable
development. Current climate commitments by the
aviation sector are not aligned with the 1.5-degree
goal of the Paris Agreement. Adopting a new set of
ambitious targets that commit to net zero by 2050,
with interim goals and credible implementation plans
for 2030, must be an urgent priority for the next ICAO
Assembly.

Throughout the pandemic, aviation has sustained
critical global supply chains. Looking forward, it needs
investment in short-term recovery and long-term
sustainability. A healthy, resilient aviation sector that
recognizes its climate responsibilities is essential to
reconnecting the world.
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What is Unmanned Aircraft Systems Traffic Management?
NASA is working to safely integrate drones into low-altitude airspace.

Drones in flight in downtown Reno, Nevada, during shakedown tests for NASA’s Unmanned Aircraft Systems Traffic Management
project, or UTM. The final phase of flight tests, known as Technical Capability Level 4, took place from May through August 2019 and
studied how the UTM system could integrate drones into urban areas.

Credits: NASA/Dominic Hart

Ever wonder what the skies will
look like in the next five to 10
years? Can you imagine stepping
onto your balcony on a sunny
day, seeing drones buzzing
around? They could be delivering
food and goods to doorsteps,
hovering around  backyards
for family fun or over highways
for traffic monitoring. In 2021,
more than 873,000 unmanned
aircraft systems, called UAS, but
commonly referred to as drones,
are registered to fly in the United
States — and their numbers are
increasing quickly. Many have
questions about how such a big
change to the airspace will affect
our lives and safety.

NASA’s Ames Research Center in

California’s Silicon Valley set out
to create a research platform that
will help manage large numbers of
drones flying at low altitude along
with other airspace users. Known
as UAS Traffic Management,
or UTM, the goal is to create
a system that can integrate
drones safely and efficiently into
air traffic that is already flying in
low-altitude airspace. That way,
package delivery and fun flights
won't interfere with helicopters,
airplanes, nearby airports or even
safety drones being flown by first
responders helping to save lives.

The system is a bit different than
the air traffic control system
used by the Federal Aviation
Administration for today’s

commercial airplanes. UTM is
based on digital sharing of each
user’s planned flight details. Each
user will have the same situational
awareness of the airspace, unlike
what happens in today’s air traffic
control. The multi-year UTM
project continued NASA’s long-
standing relationship with the FAA.

Throughout the collaboration,
Ames has provided research,
development and testing to

the agency, which is being put
to use in the real world. NASA
led the UTM project along with
more than 100 partners across
various industries, academia and
government agencies committed
to researching and developing
this platform.



How did the research work?

UTM research was broken down
into four phases called TCLs,
technical capability levels, each
increasing in complexity and
with specific technical goals that
helped demonstrate the system
as the research progressed.

TCL1: Completed in August
2015 and serving as the starting
point of the platform, researchers
conducted field tests addressing
how drones can be used in

agriculture,  firefighting  and
infrastructure  monitoring.  The
researchers also worked to

incorporate different technologies
to help with flying the drones
safely such as scheduling and
geofencing, which restricts the
flight to an assigned area.

TCL2: Completed in October
2016 and focused on monitoring
drones that are flown in sparsely
populated areas where an
operator can’t actually see
the drones theyre flying.
Researchers tested technologies
for on-the-fly adjustment of
areas that drones can be flown
in and clearing airspace due to
search-and-rescue or for loss
of communications with a small
aircraft.

TCL3: Conducted during spring
2018, this level focused on
creating and testing technologies
that will help keep drones
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safely spaced out and flying
in their designated zones. The
technology allows the UAS to
detect and avoid other drones
over moderately populated areas.

TCL4: From May through August
2019, the final level demonstrated
how the UTM system can
integrate drones into urban areas.
Along with a larger population,
city landscapes present their
own challenges: more obstacles
to avoid, specific weather and
wind conditions, reduced lines
of sight, reduced ability to
communicate by radio and fewer
safe landing locations. TCL4
tested new ways to address these
hurdles using the UTM system
and technologies onboard the
drones and on the ground. These
included incorporating more
localized weather predictions into
flight planning, using cell phone
networks to enhance drone traffic
communications and relying on
cameras, radar and other ways
of “seeing” to ensure drones can
maneuver around buildings and
land when needed - all while
communicating with other drones
and users of the UTM system.

The UTM team invented a totally
new way to handle the airspace:
a style of air traffic management
where multiple parties, from
government 1o commercial

industry, work together to provide
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services. UTM’s research results
were transferred incrementally to
the FAA, which continues testing
and, with industry partners, is
implementing the system. By the
time the project officially wrapped
up in May 2021, several efforts
had emerged to push this line
of research into other realms,
including managing traffic for
the flying taxis envisioned for our
cities and flights of jets and even
balloons at very high altitudes not
currently covered by traditional
air traffic management.

This partnership between
research and regulation
agencies, along with the input of
thousands of experts and users
will set the stage for the future of
a well-connected sky. Drones will
offer many benefits by performing
jobs too dangerous, dirty or dull
for humans to do, and NASA
is helping navigate toward that
future.

Just to remind that similar
approaches are taking place in
the different place of the world,
such as U-SPACE at European
region.

References for researchers:

e Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Traffic Management technical site

The FAA’'s UTM system and
implementation site
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RESOLUTION ON THE INDUSTRY'S COMMITMENT TO
REACH NET ZERO CARBON EMISSIONS BY 2050
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At the 66th IATA AGM in 2010,
IATA member airlines adopted
a resolution which endorsed
three ambitious goals to address
aviation’s CO2 emissions, namely:
an average improvement in fuel
efficiency of 1.5% per year between
2010 and 2020; a cap on net
aviation CO2 emissions from 2020;
and a reduction in net aviation CO2
emissions of 50% by 2050 relative
to 2005 levels. Since then, a lot of
progress has been made. Airlines
have achieved an average annual
improvement in  fuel efficiency
of over 2%, with a cumulative
improvement between 2009 and
2019 of 21.4%, largely through the
investment of hundreds of billions
of dollars in more efficient aircraft.

Meeting aviation’s climate goals
cannot be achieved with a
standalone commitment and action
by airlines.

Governments  must  implement
constructive policy frameworks that
focus on production incentives for
sustainable aviation fuels (SAF)
and helps to realize cost-effective
new technologies that together

will support the Paris
Agreement  objectives
and secure a sustainable
future for aviation.

Aircraft and engine
manufacturers, fuel-
producing companies,
airports, and air
navigation services
providers must each
individually take
responsibility to address
the environmental

impact of their policies,
products, and activities.

Collectively, all industry
stakeholders must work together
to deliver sustainable products
and services and ultimately break
aviation’s dependance on fossil
fuels.

RESOLUTION
The 77th IATA Annual General
Meeting:

Adopts the collective target to
achieve net zero carbon emissions
by 2050 in support of the Paris
Agreement goal and reaffirms the
airlines’ full support for the ICAO
Carbon Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme for International Aviation
(CORSIA) as an effective measure
to stabilize net emissions from
international aviation at 2019 levels
in the short- to medium-term.

Calls on ICAO to provide strong
unwavering leadership that aligns
governments to address aviation
emissions  through a global
approach with coordinated policies,
rather than a patchwork of regional,
national, or local measures.

Calls on the governments of ICAO

Member States to agree on a long-
term goal equivalent to the ambition
of the industry and ensure that:

e the industry’s action is supported
by a coherent and coordinated
policy framework which drives
innovation and initiative; and

e does not rely on cost-ineffective
instruments  with little or no
environmental benefits such as
ticket and carbon taxes.

Encourages all IATA member
airlines to continue to improve
the efficiency of their operations
to achieve sustained in-sector
emissions reductions and to lead
the urgent transition to sustainable
aviation fuel.

October 2021

Demands that all industry
stakeholders commit to addressing
the environmental impact of their
policies, products, and activities
with concrete actions and clear

timelines, specifically including:
° fuel-producing companies
providing large scale, cost-

competitive sustainable aviation
fuels to the market;

e governments and air navigation

service  providers  eliminating
inefficiencies in air traffic
management and

airspace infrastructure;

e aircraft and engine manufacturers
producing radically more
efficient airframe and propulsion
technologies; and

e airport operators providing the
needed infrastructure to supply
SAF, at cost, and in a cost-effective
manner.
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Dubai 2021 fair gives the airline industry golden opportunity

The 17th Dubai Air Show was an opportunity to meet
the aviation sector after two challenging years, with
the cancellation of the Paris Airshow and Farnborough
International Air Show. According to the BBC report,
the Dubai Air Show, following the cancellation of two
major European exhibitions, the Paris Air Show in Le
Bourget in 2021 and the Farnborough International
Air Show in 2020, represents an ideal opportunity
for the most prominent participants to reorganize,
creating the most significant event in the sector after
the Corona pandemic.

The report said that the biennial Dubai Air Show
is renowned for its multi-billion-dollar commercial
aircraft deals between airlines and manufacturers.
But this year’s version is expected to be different
as the event comes when the financially affected
aviation industry is emerging from the epidemic.

Those companies are looking to rebuild aviation
networks and review fleet plans -- with the phasing
out of older, less fuel-efficient aircraft.

The exhibition also saw a significant presence of
defense companies from 20 countries, including
Brazil, Russia and France, to create their pavilions.

Boeing 777X

The report indicates that particular interest in the
version of the event went to the long-delayed Boeing
777X, which debuted internationally during the
event.

The aircraft was initially expected to enter service
in 2019 but suffered several delays, prompting the
manufacturer to postpone the date until late 2023

at the earliest. Emirates has criticized Boeing
for delaying the operation of the twin-engine
jumbo. Sir Tim Clark, president of Emirates,
said that he did not know when the first 777X
aircraft ordered by Emirates would arrive.

According to Boeing, the 777X will be the
world’s largest and most efficient bi-engine jet,
providing better fuel use, emissions, and 10%
operating costs than its competitors.

Another challenge

The report said the international event comes
against another global challenge: rising oil
prices, with oil prices hovering above $80 per barrel,
adding further challenges to the aviation industry.

Jet fuel accounts for about a quarter of the cost of
airlines. Analysts warn that the continued rise in oil
prices could hamper the recovery of air carriers,
which are barely trying to emerge from the fallout
from the Corona pandemic.

The Dubai Air Expo 2021, with the broad participation
of government agencies and leading and emerging
companies in the aviation, space and defense
sectors, took part in the exhibition, with more than
1,200 exhibitors, including 370 first-time exhibitors
and civilian and military delegations from more than
140 countries, as of 18 November 2021, in the largest
international aviation held after the Coronavirus
pandemic.

This session also achieved a 31% growth in
transactions compared to 2019. The annual event
was not held last year due to the Coronavirus crisis,
after a busy week of deals and works as part of the
activities of this event.

The exhibition included some 20 pavilions of
participating States, including those participating
for the first time.

Over 85,000 visitors are drawn over five days to
learn about the latest technical solutions, products
and services provided by the various leaders in
the aviation, space and defense sectors, and
conferences, discussion sessions and ground and
air shows.
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FAA to prohibit many flight operations due to risk of ‘'5G’ wireless interference

By Flight global.com

The Federal Aviation
Administration has issued a
sweeping order  essentially
prohibiting aircraft, including
large jets, from using certain

landing and navigation systems
in areas of potential interference
from new “5G” cellular networks.

The order, released 7 December,
responds to concern about 5G
interfering  with aircraft radio
altimeters.  Those  altimeters
provide data used by automated
flight control systems.

Source: United Airlines

The FAA’s order applies to some
6,834 transport and commuter
aircraft equipped with radio
altimeters — meaning essentially
the entire US commercial fleet,
plus many business and general

aviation aircraft.

Such aircraft include those
made by Airbus, ATR, Boeing,
De Havilland Canada, Embraer,
Gulfstream, Lockheed Martin and
Textron.

The FAA on 7 December released
a similar order applying to
helicopters. Both are to take effect
on 9 December.

The moves come as US wireless
communications companies
prepare on 5 January to start,
in 46 markets, transmitting in
the 3700-3800 MHz range — the
“C-Band”. That range is too close
to the 4200-4400 MHz range
used by aircraft radio altimeters,
the FAA says.

The FAA’s order requires aircraft

operators to update flight manuals
to restrict some operations when
‘in the presence of 5G C-Band
wireless broadband interference”.

Prohibited operations include
instrument landing system
approaches, “required navigation
performance” operations,
‘automatic landing operations”
and some use of enhanced flight
vision systems and other flight
control  systems.

The FAA will identify areas
affected by 5G interference in
Notices to Airmen.

US cell companies have long
transmitted between 3650 and
3700 MHz. But in March 2020,
the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) approved
themto begin using the 3700-3980



MHz range in phases, starting with
3700-3800 MHz transmissions.
The companies already delayed
the start from 5 December to
January amid concern from the
aviation industry.

“Radio altimeters cannot be relied
upon to perform their intended
function if they experience
interference from wireless
broadband operations,” the FAA’s
order says.

The FAA’s separate order for
helicopters  likewise prohibits
automated flight that requires
use of radio altimeter data
in 5G-affected areas. Those
operations include auto-hovering.

“The FAA believes the expansion
of 5G and aviation will safely co-
exist,”theagency says. “Today, we
took an important step toward that
goal by issuing two airworthiness
directives to provide a framework
and to gather more information to
avoid potential effects on aviation
safety equipment.”

The FAA is “working closely” on
the issue with the FAA and cellular
companies, it adds.

Airline trade group Airlines for
America says it appreciates
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‘ongoing coordination efforts of
the FAA and the FCC, as they
work toward a practical resolution
that prioritises safety and avoids

interruption  to  the aviation
system”.
“The FAA’s airworthiness

directive issued today identifies
safety concerns and potential
restrictions that could impact
some commercial flights,” the
group adds.

Boeing says it supports “the FAA
prioritising public and national
airspace safety in its actions”.

The aviation industry has long
studied the 5G interference
risk, and in April 2020 industry
aeronautics  technical  group
RTCA formed a task force to
evaluate that risk. Members
included the FAA, aircraft and
altimeter manufacturers, and
aircraft  operators.

“5G base stations present a risk
of harmful interference to radar
altimeters across all aircraft types,
with far-reaching consequences
and impacts to aviation
operation,” says the resulting

report, published by RTCA in 202

The report warned of potential
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interference from both
transmissions from 5G base
stations and from passengers’
handheld phones.

The risk of interference s
“‘inescapable” for regional aircraft
and for business and general
aviation aircraft, and nearly as

severe for helicopters, RTCA
concludes.
For large commercial aircraft,

the risk is limited to “specific
scenarios”, but can cause
‘extreme” consequences in some
circumstances, such as when
aircraft are performing reduced-
visibility instrument approaches,
says the report.

In November, the FAA issued a
Special Airworthiness Information
Bulletin  providing  preliminary
information about the potential 5G
risk.

“There are ways that 5G can be
deployed while maintaining our
high level of aviation safety, and
time is running out for the wireless
industry and the broader aviation
community to work together on
implementing mitigations,” says
airline pilot union Air Line Pilots
Association, International.
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ISESCO Global Forum calls for cooperation to bridge the gap between
developed and developing countries in space science.
Participants in the Forum: Partnership and the investment of the countries of the Islamic world in
space science are necessary to face the challenges.

nﬂ_}_f
ICESCO

Rabat: Special

The ISESCO World Space Science
Forum, held by the Islamic World
Organization for Education,
Science and Culture (ISESCO) in
collaboration with the American
Space Foundation, issued several
practical recommendations  to
strengthen the partnership and
international cooperation to bridge
the gap between developed and
developing countries in space
science and encourage countries in
the Muslim world to invest in space
science applications and related
industries.

Participants in the Forum, held under
the theme «Together to Explore the
Future of Space Science», with the
participation of officials, experts,
space policymakers and astronauts,
agreed on the need to strengthen
human resources for research
and studies exploring space, to
provide financial help to create
appropriate infrastructure, and to
develop incentive  mechanisms
for young people and women in
the Muslim world, to facilitate their
integration into space science and
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technology, by supporting startups
and incubators, as well as raising
awareness of the importance of
Space science in improving life on
the planet.

The Forum, which took place on
Monday and Tuesday (1 and 2
November 2021), in a hybrid format,
at ISESCO headquarters in Rabat
and through visual communication
technology, aimed to contribute
to raising industry stakeholders’
awarenessoftheimportance ofspace
science, highlighting opportunities
and benefits of knowledge related to
space activities, providing capacity
development opportunities in the
Member States, sharing knowledge
to help overcome challenges to
increase  national  productivity,
accelerate economic growth, and
explore employment opportunities
for young graduates in the field of
Space industries.

The Forum also provided a platform
for researchers and academics
to share success stories in space
science, where seminars were
held during which officials and
heads of space agencies reviewed

their experiences to stimulate
scientific research in the field,
building  fruitful cooperation
between ISESCO Member
States and non-Members in
space, and producing and
disseminating knowledge on
the latest developments related
to international space activities.

At the beginning of the agenda
of the first day of the Forum,
Dr Salim Ben Mohamed
Malik,  Director-General  of
ISESCO, made a statement
calling for the need to promote
investment in space science
and technology, the importance
of raising collective awareness and
building the capacity of young
people, women and girls to enhance
their participation in growing space
science activities, to support efforts
to achieve the common goals of
sustainable development on planet
Earth.

The technological advances
achieved by humanity in the past
decades, which had led to a boom
in the world economy, required
addressing social and economic
challenges, noting the centrality of
space science technology and its
applications in that area.

Dr Al Malik reiterated ISESCO’s
commitment to supporting scientific,
educational and cultural activities
in its member states by adopting
modern  technological  means,
building capacity, supporting the
technology-based economy, and
nurturing and disseminating current
knowledge, which the ISESCO World
Space Science Forum provides
by making recommendations to
contribute to national policies that
will benefit the Muslim world from



space science technology.

In his speech, Dr Abdellatif Miraoui,
Minister of Higher Education,
Scientific Research and Innovation

of the Kingdom of Morocco,
praised ISESCO’s programs and
activities aimed at developing

scientific research and innovation
in the Muslim world, highlighting
His Majesty King Mohammed VI's
tremendous and special attention
to space science, The Kingdom
of Morocco’s interest and various
initiatives in this area, namely the
incubation of the African Regional
Centre for Space Science and
Technology and the establishment
of the Royal Space Remote Sensing
Centre.

Thomas Zeliber, Executive Director
of the American Space Foundation,
noted the centrality of space science
to understanding climate change
and natural hazards and their
impacts, stressing the crucial role of
initiatives by all actors, partners, and
institutions to advance innovation
technology. Dr Simonetta de Bebo,
Director of the United Nations Office
for Outer Space Affairs, explained
the importance of investing in space
science to overcome challenges
and improve the level of human
life, noting the initiatives of the
international community in this area
and the need to support efforts to
employ space technology for the
prosperity and progress of humanity.

For her part, Dr Pascal Ehrenfrund,
President of the International
Astronautical Federation, stressed
the need to make use of space
science in a world of growing
change and transformation, noting
the importance of cooperation in that
regard by encouraging innovation
and student exchange among
the world’s universities to combat
poverty and achieve evolution.

The Forum’s first session, which
was devoted to highlighting the
importance of space ecosystems
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to the nations of the Islamic world,
was then launched. Space science
was a vast and constantly evolving
field where cooperation was needed
to keep pace with the area’s rapid
development. Participants stressed
that the Forum was an opportunity to
strengthen the collaboration among
the nations of the Islamic world in
space science, intending to develop
applications that contributed to
sustainable development.

The second session addressed the
role of space agencies in building
a knowledge based on space
science applications, followed by
a round table on the importance
of space science in reducing the
risk of disasters and humanitarian
crises and eradicating poverty. The
discussions were characterized by
opening broad horizons for reflection
on challenges and building a better
future for humanity through genuine
cooperation in  space science,
applications, and related industries.

The second day of the Forum
featured a series of scientific
sessions and discussions. The most
prominent stations in the history of
space science in several Islamic
countries were reviewed and areas
of cooperation to develop scientific
research and innovation  for
sustainable development. The first
session dealt with strengthening the
partnership between the academic
and industrial sectors in space
science applications. Participants
noted the attention that Muslims
have given throughout history to
space science and innovation. They
stressed the importance of opening
up academic institutions and
researchers to space technology,
the need to develop partnerships
and the involvement of the private
sector in the field, to benefit from
the privileges offered by space
science, encourage students and
youth to innovate and open up all
States to the area of space science
and its applications to overcome the
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monopoly of space knowledge.

The second session of the Forum’s
second day focused on developing
space areas to ensure food security
and agriculture development. The
participants reviewed the most
prominent  programs launched
and implemented by international
institutions in the field of the use of
space technology for information
and data to achieve sustainable
development through crop
monitoring in agriculture, navigation
development, noting the need for
concerted efforts by all to engage
in research activities and to share
experiences, policies and strategies
in the field of space science and
technology.

The third session  discussed
the relationship between
communications systems,

cybersecurity and space science.
The participants reviewed the
experience  of the  Egyptian
Space Agency, the Oukaimden
Astronomical Observatory in the
Kingdom of Morocco, the field
experiences in aviation engineering
at the International University of
Rabat, cybersecurity challenges in
light of the development of space
science, and the development of
new horizons and applications for
space science to improve life and
encourage innovation.

The experts and specialists who
enriched the ISESCO  World
Space Science Forum with their
experiences and knowledge came
up with recommendations aimed
at contributing to the formulation
of national policies that promote
the utilization of space science
technology by the nations of the
Islamic world to achieve sustainable
development in various areas,
setting a date for next year’'s Forum
in an ISESCO member state.
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